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EXAMINATION OF A DEFENCE OF THEOLO- || which is given us of this sin, it ap- 
OFC At. QURETIONS. pears that our first parents were en- 

Continued from page 371, of Volume I. dued with all those natural and mo- 


P. in his defence of Theological |] ral powers, which were necessary to 
Questions, wishes me to examine the {| perfect obedience to all that was re- 
first sin, and see if God be not its |] quired of them, during the term of 
cause. their probationship; that they,in pos- 

With regard to the sin of angels, || session of all these powers, neglect- 
we know not what it was, therefore || ed to exercise them, for a power may 
its investigation is beyond our |i. || be possessed where it is not exer- 
mits. Itis true, the apostle says, | cised, yielded to the tempter, and 
“they kept not their first estate.”’— |; sinned against God. Here then the 
From this expression, some meta- || tempter is evidently the cause of 
physical writers, as well as poets, |} this sin; and he is declared to be its 
have attempted to explain their sin. |; author, by him who cannot lie; “And 
[ will not say their explanation is || the Lord God said to the serpent, 
correct or not, because | have not}, because thou hast done this, thou 
the means of judging; but if it be |} art cursed above all cattle and a- 
correct, God is not considered as tie |} bove every beast of the field.” 
cause of that sin. It is true our first parents, with 

Concerning the sin of our first pa- |} all the perfection of their powers, 
rents we have clear information, and |! were fallible; but this is essential to 
yet nothing appears to prove God to || the creature. Infallibility is the pre- 
be its author. Many theories have || rogative of God alone, and cannot be 
been contrived to account for this || communicated to the creature. Is it 
sin. Some suppose that God with- || wonderful therefore that they should 
drew the restraints of his grace.— |; transgress? [sit wonderful that they 
But this requires proof; and I know |' should neglect to exercise the pow- 
not where proofs of the fact can be || ers which they possessed? I see no 
found. Others, among whom P. is || wonder in it, as long as we keep the 
found, suppose that God caused him |} plain history entirely free from all 
to sin, by working in him a desire of || foreign materials. 
forbidden pleasures. But this also In his defence, P. says, “the dis- 
wants proof, and I know of no proofs || tinction between motive and cause, 
of this in the history which the Ho- || was stated in the answer to the ques- 
ly Spirit has given us of this sin— || tion upon which H. N. remarks,.”— 
This sin has never appeared to me, ll Now, upon reading the answer, I 
since [ began to reflect for myself, |; must confess, I have not sufficient 
to be attended with any such diffi- || acuteness of discernment to perceive 
culties, as some have found in it.— |) this distinction. I see it indeed sta- 
Perhaps I have not sufficient acute- || ted, that the desire to know what 
ness to discern them. But upon! was written was a motive and nota 
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cause; and afterwards, that God was || one with the other? To show that 


the cause. But is this stating a dis 
tinction between motive and cause? 
It is ottstepping the bounds of his 
premises, and taking for granted the 
very thing which is to be proved; 
viz., the desire of knowing what is 
written is no cause of reading. The 
scholar suggests, that the desire of 
knowledge was the cause; but P. 
says no, it is only a motive; God is 
the cause. Yet still am I not at lib 
erty to inquire whether the desire of 
knowledge be not a cause? And up- 
on examining the desire of know- 
ledge in my own breast, | find that 
it is excited to action by motives, 
and therefore exists as an original, 
constitutional principle of action. 

I will not deny that the desire of 
knowledge may also be called a mo- 
tive to reading, and to the use of such 
means as promise its gratification. 
Thus P’s question and answer may 
be regarded either as a cause or mo- 
tive of my reading, and these terms 
are often used interchangeably by 
moral, and particularly metaphysi- 
cal writers. But this multiplication 
of causes will never lead to the con- 
clusion that God is the author of sin. 

In the examination of what P. 
calls the “metaphysical proof,” he 
asserts; “the proposition, that God 
causes every thing to take place as 
it does, has often been affirmed and 
supported by reason and scripture.” 
That it has been “ affirmed and sup- 
ported” in the judgment of many pi- 
ous and excellent men, | fully be- 
lieve; but whilst I acknowledge P’s 
sincerity, and the sincerity of those 
who accord with him in his views of 
this sulject, will he not also ac- 
knowledge that it is not supported 
in the judgment of others? To this 
proposition another is added; “It has 
been also affirmed and proved, from 
reason and scripture, that men are 
accountable for their conduct.” This 
truth has certainly been proved to 
my satisfaction. But he asks, are 


they are not, P. urges an argument, 
which | am not yet prepared to re. 
ceive; namely, “that the turpitude of 
a wrong action does not lie in the 
cause, but in the nature of the ac- 
tion itself; and that of course, the 
| blame of it does not belong to him 
that causes it, but to him that per- 
forms it??? Now, is this really true: 
Is the contriver of wickedness inno- 
cent, while another is guilty, who 
accomplishes his wicked designs? 
Is not guilt in animo, as well 
as in the overt act? And even P, 
himself seems to acknowledge this, 
by asking; “if the cause is wicked, 
is not the actor wicked too?” | 
answer yes; and this is the very rea- 
son why I cannot regard God as the 
cause of sin. I have no belief, that 
I would be innocent, if | were to ex- 
ecute the villainous designs of ano- 
ther man. But if I were to execute 
the villainous designs of another 
man, would we not both be guilty? 
However he acknowledges that 
creatures cannot cause creatures to 
sin, without being guilty of wicked- 
ness; but asks, “may it not be right 
for him, who is at the head of gov- 
ernment to do some things, which it 
would not be right for any subject of 
that government to dor’? | answer 
again in the affirmative. He may 
pardon sin—He may give laws to 
bind the conscience; he may remove 
our neighbor to the eternal world, 
and many other things, which it 
would not be right for us to do. But 
does this prove that he may cause us 
to sin? What, because he possesses 
infinite power, infinite wisdom, in 
aie word, infinite perfections, and 
“is at the head of government,” may 
| he therefore exercise these perfec- 


tions in causing sin? He may in- 
ins of men to the accomplishment 





ceed, and I believe that he does, 
superintend, controul and direct the 

| Sl 

of his wise and holy purposes, and 

} 


\| yet not be the author of sin. 


these propositions inconsistent, the # However P. attempts to prove 
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} that God is the cause of sin, by show- 





ing, that “God moved David to num- 
ber the people, and yet blamed and 
punished him for his wickedness in 
that act.”’ 
of this passage, | would observe, that 
God may, and often does, cause sin 
as a punishment to the guilty. 








In giving my exposition 
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ly, in thought, word or deed. It is 
evident theretore, that this case will 
prove nothing to the purpose. 

We are told also that God har- 
dened the heart of Pharaoh, and yet 
punished him. But is it not also 


| said, that Pharaoh hardened his own 
He 


heart? Here therefore are two cau- 


hardens their hearts and blinds their || ses assigned, by the Holy Spirit, for 


eyes; and then gives them up to a} 
hard heart, and to a blinded mind, | 
to rash on to ruin. 
view, we shall find a key to open 
this difficulty. From the context, 


aud all sound biblical exposition | 





should accord with the context, it 


appears that the children of Israel 
had, in some way, provoked the dis- 
pleasure of God. “And again the an- 
ger of the Lord was kindled against 





Keeping this in H 





| 


| littie further. The pages of history, 
| and the sacred volume, unite in re- 
| presenting this Pharaoh, as a man of 


| the same action. And if we consi- 
. . 
| der the Hebrew ideom, according to 


which, God is said to do, whatever 
he permits to be done, throughout his 
extensive kingdom, there will be no 
difficulty in determining the true 
meaning of the passage. 

But let us pursue this subject a 


Israel, and he moved David against | an obstinate temper and disposition. 


them to say, go, number Israel & Ju- 
dah.”? Here we seea specific object, 


and that object was the punishment | 


of flagrant offenders. Therefore, be- || 


fore this text can apply to P’s pur- } 





pose, he should have shown that all | 
sin is inflicted as a punishment upon | 
the guilty, and this I suppose P. 
will not assert. That itis often sent | 
as a punishment of sin, [ have no 1 
doubt, and perhaps oftener than we 
short-sighted mortals are willing to 
believe. 

We are told, “God shall send | 
them strong delusions, that they | 
should believe a lie, that they all 
might be damned.” But in the con- 
text we find the reason of this awful | 
dispensation. The apostle, here | 
speaking of certain wicked persons, | 
“who received not the love of the | 
truth that they might be saved,” | 
adds, “and for this cause, God shall 
send them strong delusions, that 
tney should believe a lie, that they 
all might be damned, who believed 
hot the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.” But it is believ- 
ed there are many persons, pious | 
persons, among whom I reckon my 
friend P., whe do not find pleasure | 
in unrighteousness, and yet sin dai- 


2 











These qualitications fitted him to act 
such a part in this affair, as would 
exhibit, ina sigual manner, the glo- 
ry of God; therefore God raised him 
up, or exalted him to the throne of 
Egypt, as a man well qualified, by 
his obstinacy, to resist the most stu- 
pendous displays of divine power. 
if he had been a man under the go- 
vernment of a constitutional timidi- 
ty ora yielding disposition, would 
he have persevered in such an obsti- 
nate and determined manner, as if 
he were resolved to bury himself and 
all Egypt in ruins, rather than let 
Israel go? Such being the natural 
temper and disposition of the man, 
we may easily see how God may be 
said to harden his heart, and yet not 
be the cause of his sin ; or if he were 
the cause of his sin, that it was sent 
as a punishment of his pride. Con- 
sider therefore the plagues, and the 
order of those plagues, with which 
God visited that obstinate king. 
When Moses appeared before 
Pharaoh, and required him to let Is- 
rael go, he proudly replied, “Who 
is the Lord, that I should obey him?” 
and required a miracle as a proof of 
his commission. Moses performed 
one; and Pharaoh’s magicians ane- 
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ther of the same kind. Moses per 
formed another, and another; and 
still the magicians imitated the mi 
racle. Therefore when the magicians 
could not follow Moses any further 
in imitating his wonderful works, 
was there any thing wonderful in 
Pharaoh’s hardening his own heart, 
by persuading himself to believe that 
Moses was more skilful than his 
own magicians? If God had begun 
with the last plagues, in the first 
place, is it not probable that Phara- | 
ah would have yielded at once, and 
le’ Israel go? But he began with 
mi... ones, and thus gave an oppor- 
tunity to the bold and obstinate mind 
of Pharaoh to act, and determine on 
rebellion. | 
Perhaps it may be expedient to | 
the true exposition of this passage, | 
and to the accounting for Pharaoh’s 
obstinacy, to observe that he was | 
ignorant of the true God. Situated 
as we are, it is exceedingly difficult 
for us to conceive of Pharaoh’s igno- 
rance in this respect; or of the ex- 
tremes to which his ignerance might | 
lead him. If we were ignorant of 
the Supreme Being, and worship- | 
ped some thousands of gods, would | 
we not suppose that the gods which | 
we worshipped, were as good and | 
powerful, as the gods of other na- 
tions? And although Pharaoh here | 
saw the power of his gods surpassed | 
for a time, yet this was no uncom- | 
mon sight for a pagan. The wor- 
shippers of false gods were fre- 
quently defeated, as they supposed, | 
by the gods of their neighbors, with- | 
out being led to suppose that their 
own gods were very inferior. And 
as Pharaoh was an idolater, and a 
man naturally obstinate and unyiel- 
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shall find a strong resemblance. — 
He calls upon sinners to repent and 
forsake their sins; but they will not, 
He then takes the rod, and inflicts 
gentle chastisements; but these are 
oftentimes also ineffectual. Thence 
he proceeds to severer chastise- 
ments; and the heart of man still 
peseveres in hardening itself in sin 
and rebellion. Yet will we say,that 
God is the cause of this, because he 
acts the part of a kind parent, and 
endeavors to lead us to repentance, 
and the discharge of duty, by the 
most gentle means? and when these 
means will not effect the object, by 
severer ones? Now,is there any thing 
essentially different from this in th 
case of Pharaoh? How then, will this 
prove God to be the cause of ail 
sin 

Permit me here to make one re- 
flection; a reflection connected with 
this case of Pharaoh, and confirmed 
by experience as well as the word of 
God. Afflictions, when they are 
not sanctified, always harden the 
heart. Under their pressure, the 
heart becomes more desperately 
outrageous, and more determined in 
its rebellion againstGod. The soul 
perceives itself to be in the hands 
of God, and feels that it cannot es- 
cape; and as it will not submit to 
God’s mercy in Christ, therefore it 
becomes more and more outrageous. 
But.is God the cause of this increa- 
sing outrage and hardness of heart? 
It is true, his goodness is perverted 
by pride, obstinacy and unbelief, 
and thus made instrumental in har- 
dening the heart. “Because sen- 
tence against an evil work is not 
executed speedily, therefore the 








heart of the sons of men is fully set 
in them to do evil? But must we 
infer from this, that God is the cause 
of all sin? 

We are told that God “hardened 
the spirit of Sihon, and made his 
heart obstinate.”? But the Scriptures 
give a reason, and justify us in re- 
garding this as a punishment of that 





ding, why should he have thrown a- 
way his gods at once, when Moses | 
said “thus saith the Lord God of | 
the Hebrews, let the people go?” | 
But if we examine the conduct of | 
God towards Pharaoh in this trans- 
action,and compare it with his gen- 
eral conduct towards sinners, we | 
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king, and his people. When God | 
yomised Abraham, that his posteri- 

- should inherit the land of Ca- 
aan, he added—*‘and thou shalt go 
» thy fathers in peace; thou shalt 
eburied in a good old age. But 
n the fourth generation, they [his 
osterity | shall come hither again, 
r the iniquity of the Amorites is 
ot yet full.’ May we not there- 
pre, conclude that when God moved 
sihon king of the Amorites to wage 
ar against Israel, that the iniquity 
f the Amorites was full, and that 
he day of vengeance was come? 
But 1 hope this is not the case with 
ll those who commit sin. if not, 
his case will not prove God to be 
he cause of all sin. 

It is also said that “God sent the 
ing of Assyria to punish Judah,and 
made use of him as an axe, and a 
aw, and rod in his hand.”? But 
ere [ acknowledges that this was 
esigned to punish the guilty. I 
night proceed much further in this 
janner; but is not this sufficient to 
how that these and similar passages 
re pushed beyond their legitimate 
oundaries, when they are adduced 
0 prove God to be the cause of all 
in? 


Itis further stated, that the advo- 


Mates of the proposition in question, 


have supposed that the common | 
ense of mankind taught them, that 
he odious qualities of toads and ser- 
ents, belonged to the nature of these | 
nimals, and not to God, who caused | 
hem.” Here P. pushes his argu- 
hent beyond its legitimate bounda-. 
y, by endeavoring to establish mo- | 
al truths, by physical truths. If | 
re had been speaking of the phvsi- | 
al qualities of mankind, the reason 
ng would have been to the point.— 
{ we had been speaking of the ble 
shes, defects or deformities of cer- | 
ain human bodies, the argument | 
vould have been correct. But, 
vherein is the toad, or serpent guil 

y of sin? Wherein are these animals: 


Dlame- worthy before God on account 
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of their odious qualities? Before this 
argument can have any weight, it 
must be shown that the odious qua- 
lities of toads and serpents, and the 
sins of mankind, are of the same mo- 
ral character in the sight of God. 
But by this argument, P. seems to 
remove further from the path in 
which I have, for some time, been 
accustomed to walk. 1 would infer 
this from an incidental, undesigned 
exposition of the term cause. In 
speaking of toads and serpents, P. 
says, that God caused their odious 
qualities. Here he ceriainly means 
an act of creation, the efficient, the 
principium a quo. If this be the 
meaning which he gives to the word 
cause in moral subjects, then God is 
regarded by him as the author of all 
sin, that ever has existed, or ever 
will exist, in heaven, earth or hell. 
If this be his meaning, let him avow 
it, and thus terminates this discus- 


sion. H. N. 
(To be concluded.) 


or ORO 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
REVIEW. 

A Defence of the Trinitarian Sys- 
tem, in twenty four sermons, by 
Davip Harrowar, A.M. Utica, 
William Williams, 1822, 8vo. 
pp- 336. 

If a man who had never seen the 
bible, were to be informed how ma- 
ny sects there are, radically differ- 
ent, who profess to take it as their 
guide, he would assuredly conclude 
that it must be a very preposterous 
attempt to search for truth amidst 
such a heterogeneous mass of con- 
fusion—where contradiction must 
crowd upon contradiction—error 
upon error, and all in the compass 
of one small volume. How would 
his astonishinent be increased, were 
we to inform him that it isa book dic- - 
tated by infinite wisdom ,and design- 
ed to be the director of man’s faith & 
practice. If he attached any cred- 
it to our information, he would feel 
great difficulty in accounting for 
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this diversity. That the existing 
cause is in man himself would be 
very evident; but in vain would be 
his attempts to reconcile it with 
philosophical principles. But once 
make him acquainted with the word 
of truth, and the difficulty will be 
removed. It will teach him the true 
cause of all the radical difference of 
opinion among men. For in addi- 
tion to the deceitfulness of the heart, 
which isthe principal cause, we de- 
light to lull to repose the powerful 
workings of a restless and tormen- 
ting conscience. ‘To secure our 

selves from its troublesome opera- 
tions, we are willing to pervert even 
reason itself. And when we have 
contrived a system which will be 
an effectual security, we next pro- 
ceed in search of proofs by which it 
may be defended, and so easily is 
the mind convinced-of what it wish- 
es, that we are by no means at a 
loss for evidence to establish so de- 
sirable a creed. 

These reflections have been sug- 
gested by the perusal of the book 
before me. 

This volume contains three dis- 
tinct topics of discourse; but inti- 
mately connected together, and 
bearing upon the same precise point. 

It appears from the scope of the 
sermons, that an Anti- Trinitarian 
Society existed in the town where 
they were delivered; and against 
the most prevailing errors of that 
sect, the author has undertaken to 
defend the Trinitarian doctrine.— 
This is a subject which must be 
deeply interesting to the lovers of 
truth. ‘The two creeds are so radi- 
cally different, in the tendency of 
the doctrine, as well as in the ob- 
ject of belief, that the believers of 
the one must be gross idolators. or 
those of the other the most danger. 
ous infidels. And the interest is 
doubly increased, and the danger of 
falling into error much more immi- 
nent, as both profess to take the 
scriptures of truth as the ground of 


their system. The doctrine 4 
atheism or deism, though PerNicioys 
in its moral influence, is not so ey. 
tensively dangerous, as those whic} 
claim the sanction of the word g 
God. In every christian count; 
the great majority of mankind are 
taught, from youth, to rely with in. 
plicit confidence, on the truth 
the scriptures; so that he who at. 
tempts to convert them to a differ. 
ent opinion, has to overcome early 
prejudices, as well as to counterac} 
the evidences of truth which appear 
in every page of the bible. 

The case however is greatly al. 
tered, when sophistry is called ty 
aid in explaining the bible. They 
the incautious mind falls a victim t 
error; for notwithstanding that it 
professes to believe the scriptures, 
its belief is founded, not on them, 
but on the subtle fallacies of some 
ingenious and artful teacher. A. 

ainst such the work under review 
is intended. 

The first grand division of the 
work, isa defence of 1 John v.7, 
For there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word and 
the Holy Ghost, and these three are 
one. 

Erasmus, in the fifteenth century, 
was the first to call the divine au- 
thenticity of this text in question; 
and from that time to the present 
day it has been the subject of violent 
dispute in the learned world. The 
first four discourses are a regular 
defence of this text. They contain 
a refutation of the arguments urged 
against it, and a full statement of 
the evidence in its favour. The 
principal argument that has been, 
or that ever can be alleged against 
it, is its non-existence in many 
Greek manuscripts,that are in other 
respects, allowed to be sufficiently 
correct. 

As asecondary evidence, it isal- 
leged, that though it contained 4 
proof of the utmost importance 10 
the Trinitarians, in the Arian age: 
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- oft never was adduced by them a- 
“lous Meainst that heresy. 

yey. “That it is wanting in many of the 
hich Greek manuscripts is admitted, and 
d ofMhat this gives it a suspicious appear- 
ntry MMance is never denied. But that it 






as not made use of by the Trinita- 
rians, in the Arian age, is positive- 
y negatived. It is allowed howev- 
or that the evidence against it, is of 
he strongest negative kind; and 
vere there no positive proofs to 
confront it, we should be justified 
in setting it aside. ‘The evidence 
against it, is, however, opposed by 
the internal evidence of the text.— 
‘he doctrine which it contains is 
he doctrine of the New-Testament 
n general; its exact similarity to 
he style of St. John and the con- 
ection in which that verse stands 
vith the context, are urged in its fa- 
our. These are strong presumptive 























A-B@evidences in its favour; for if it con- 
view Mtains no new doctrine, there was no 
emptation to forge it; and if it be 
f thefmade to appear that the inspired 
v./.f™apostle’s train of ideas would be 
cord mroken without it, there is, at least, 
! and strong presumptive proof in favour 
2 artM@of its inspiration. 






Strong however as these proofs 







tury, may appear to the unprejudiced rea- 
2 au- Miler, they would not be sufficient to 
tion; atisfy either the scrupulously cau- 
sent Mtious, or the man who denied the 











lent Merenuineness of the passage, because 
The fit opposed his system. ‘The author 
yulat M@has therefore laid before the reader 
ntain fa long collection of strong and _per- 
rged Mtinent external testimony, reaching 
at offMback to the century in which the 





apostle himself lived. ‘This is as 
positive evidence as could well be 
esired, or as could be obtained in 
lavour of any verse in the bible— 
he question at issue then, is, 
whether we ought, or ought not, to 
give credit to those from whom we 
have that testimony. But as their 
veracity has never been called in 
juestion, save in the sweeping asser- 
ons of angry opponents, we are 
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not only justifiable in receiving, 
but, would be criminal in rejecting 
the text. In perusing this part of 
the work in particular, not only the 
common reader, but the learned too, 
will find much interesting and 
highly important information, with 
regard to the history ef the church 
as it relates to the Arian heresy 
from its first commencement till the 
thirteenth century. It is made to 
appear that the text in question was 
made use of against the Arians in 
the fourth and fifth centuries,and ap- 
pealed to by councils the most learn- 
ed, numerous and respectable, with 
the most unqualified confidence.— 
lt further appears that, though 
wanting in many of the munuscripts 
now in existence, it was found in 
the fourteenth century, by an Ital- 
ian of great erudition, and by those 
whom Charlemagne appointed to 
examine the most correct manu- 
scripts that could be found; and the 
result of the inquiry was that it ap- 
pear’din sixteen out of twenty-three. 

In addition to all this, the verse 
now disputed has been quoted by 
the most learned men in every age 
from the days of Tertullian, who 
was born about the time of St. John’s 
death, and who quotes the text with- 
out the slightest allusion to its be- 
ing spurious. ‘That its erasure 
was necessary to the Arians there 
can be no doubt; and that they 
were guilty of it, I, at least, most 
firmly believe. For had it been 
spurious, why did they not object 
to it, when it was advanced against 
them by Jerome in the fifth century, 
when its forgery could scarcely fail 
to have been known? Besides in Ar- 
menia, where Arianism never pre- 
vailed, the verse stands exactly in 
the same place it holdsin our bibles. 
Hence the conclusion is obvious, 
that as they had less occasion either 
for insertions or erasures than the 
other churches in the East may be 
supposed to have, and as their man- 
uscripts are co-equal with the apos- 
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tolic age, the verse at issue must 
have been taken from the autograph 
of St. John himself. 

Anabstract has been thus given 
of the arguments adduced in sup- 
port of 1 John v. 7. by Mr. H. His 
arguments are well supported by 
good authority, his reasoning is clear 
and candid, and his conclusions are 
legitimate and forcible; and all he 
seems at first to have designed is 
completed in the first four discours- 
es. A circumstance however oc- 
curred, which | have no doubt will 
give pleasure to others as it does to 
me, which rendered it necessary to 
enter upon contested ground a se- 
cond time. 

An Anti-Trinitarian clergyman 
attended, it would appear, Mr. H’s 
church when the foregoing discours- 
es were delivered, and on the sub- 
ject being closed, that gentleman de- 
livered a discourse in answer to 
them, which was listened to by Mr. 
H. and his hearers. 

It will possibly be supposed by 
many that as this was expressly in- 
tended as a reply to the sermons 
which had been delivered, the argu- 
ments contained in them will be 
thoroughly discussed and refuted. 
It does not appear, however, that 
this was even attempted. The gen- 
tleman has taken new ground. He 
has boldly attacked the text on the 
ground of internal evidence, which 
though quite a new method, will 
scarcely be followed, even by those 
who would have wished him “God 
speed’. He says en, being neuter, 
cannot agree with Theos in the mas- 
culine. The gentleman surely 
ought to have known the observation 
in the Greek Grammar. “The sub- 
stantive is frequently understood, 
and the adjective is put in the neu- 
ter gender.” 

He next asserts that the passage 
is so notorious a forgery, that no 
manin Europe, of any pretensions 
to learning “would degrade his char- 
acter by venturing ona defence of 
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it;”” nay, that it is positively anj 
universally rejected. 

The mere assertion that the, 
have rejected the verse,.even if try: 
that they had done so, would of jt. 
selfbe no evidence against the tex, 
unless sufficient reasons were qj. 
signed why they rejected it. By 
the gentleman is entirely in, 
mistake as to the matter of fact. Fo 
though some learned men have , 
doubt ofits genuineness, and other 
have positively rejected it,I can as. 
sure the gentleman, from my ow 
knowledge, that there are many, no 
less eminent, as scholars, and more 
pious as christians, who believe jt 
with entire confidence. 

I shall further inform the gentle. 
man that Griesbach holds no suc) 
exalted place in the oe libraries 
of Europe as he believes him to do. 
The opinion of profound scholar 
and good men corresponds exactly 
with what Mr. H. says of him. He 
is esteemed a very superior Greek 
scholar; but further greatness is not 
conceded to him, by fhe learned, in 
general. Besides a knowledge oi 
the Greek language, a biblicat crit 
ic should have an unprejudiced 
mind, avery general and particu: 
lar acquaintance with history, bot! 
civil and ecclesiastical,an impartial, 
a penetrating, and a comprehensive 
judgment, and especially,a deep ani 
sincere loveof divinetruth. But he 
must be a very superficial reader that 
could not discover a want of some 0! 
the essentialsin the writings of Gries- 
bach. Upon the whole, it appears 
tome that there is no other very 
good reason for rejecting the verse 
but Griesbach’s authority. And 
with those who know most of the 
man, thisis very little indeed. | 

It is unnecessary to follow this 
argument further; for Mr. Harrow 
ar has admitted all that the gentle: 
man contends for, while he, on the 
other hand, does not appear to have § 
met one of Mr. H’s arguments. _ 

A specimen of the author’s view 
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of the subject may be given, stated 
with that force and brevity which a 
Spartan might have admired and 
even desired to imitate. 


‘¢It must be admitted, that the pas- 
sage in controversy is, in some degree, 
involved in difficulty. Not having been 
more frequently quoted by the ancient 
fathers—not appearing in a number of 
the ancient versions—not being found in 
the existing Grvek manuscripts, is the 
sum of the evidence that lies against 
it. Its having been quoted by some of 
the fathers, from the fifth up to the se- 
cond century—appearing in several of 
the early versions of the scriptures—the 
historical account we have ofits existing 
in many Greek manuscripts which 
have been examined, but lost with time; 
with the purity of its internal character, 
are the testimonies which we have in its 
favor. These are the grounds on which 
we must judge of its spuriousness or au- 
thenticity. Thus the substance of the 
evidence for and against it, 1s placed in 
aconcise and clear light. It must be 
admitted that the passage is either spuri- 
ous or genuine. If it be an inspired 
text, its adversaries must have, by some 
means, banished it from many of the ver- 
sions and manuscripts of the scriptures; 
and, ifitis a spurious passage, the Or- 
thodox must have forged it, antecedent 
to the close of the fifth century, But 
how either of these things could have 
been done, without plain evidence of 
the fact, is truly mysterious. There is 
no hint, of this kind given by any writer, 
thati know of, but Jerom. He wasa 
pre-eminent character in the Orthodox 
church, in the fourth century. He says, 
‘** that he found out how it had been 
adulterated, mistranslated and omitted, on 
purpose to elude the truth.” But we 
know of no ancient charge against the 
Orthodox,as having forged the text in 
question. This has been alleged since 
the 15th century. If, however, the text 
bea forgery, the crime must have been 
committed about the beginning of the 
Arian period; and, therefore, it is sur- 
prising that they should be so silent in res- 
pect to the thing; leaving it to be announ- 
ced by the modern Anti-Trinitarians. 
But there are three considerations about 
this case, which claim a serious attention: 
The first is, Which was the most easy 
thing, to forge and insert, or to erase and 
omit? The second is,—Which of those 
contending parties, had the greatest 
heed of doing the one or the other of 
‘hese crimes? The third is—Which of 
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those parties possessed a character, that 
would lead to the greatest suspicion? 

The proper answer to these solemn 
questions is left to the hearer. There 
must have been iniquity committed in 
relation to the text, either in the fourth 
or fifth century; for to make it a matter 
of more modern date, is an idle attempt, 
as the Rev. Mr. Lindsey’s concession 
fully proves.” 


The second grand division of the 
work comprises the proofs for the 
divinity of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

The inportance of the subject 
under consideration, is such that it 
becomes every inquirer after truth 
to sit down in the attitude and with 
all the docility of a little child to 
be instructed by the bible. It isa 
subject that far transcends unassis- 
ted reason, and the contemplation 
of it enwraps the mind in wonder 
and sublime delight. 

In the volume befvre us, the sub- 
ject is treated ina scriptural man- 
ner; and we think that the man who 
disbelieves the impertant truth, 
would do well to read the proofs in 
its favor & then re-examine his own 
sentiments on the subject. It is 
evidently a matter of vast import- 
ance. If Christ is God, he de- 
serves our worship as God; ifa 
mere man, that honor only which is 
due to exalted human virtue. And 
the Holy Ghost must either be a di- 
vine person in the essence of the 
Godhead, yet distinct from the Fa- 
ther, or the Trinitarians pay worship 
to a nonentity. 

We may observe from the discour- 
ses before us, what the bible says on 
this momentous subject. What ev- 
idence, let me ask, would be deemed 
sufficient to satisfy an Anti-Trinita- 
rian? To have the name of God spe- 
cifically applied to them; to have the 
attributes and perfections of God as- 
cribed to them—to be mentioned as 
equal with the Father in power and 


|| glory—to be acting agents in the 


' 


| 


works of creation, redemption and 
regeneration? Would these things, 
14 
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if made out, convince an Anti- Trin- 
itarian? If so, he has only to di- 
vest himself of prejudice and read 
Mr. Harrowar’s sermons. As I 
have already observed, this is a sub- 
ject of the highest importance to 
every candidate for immortal glory. 
But while it is incumbent on every 
one to try most impartially the truth 
of this doctrine by the test of truth, 
it is especially so with the few that 
differ from the majority. Heaven 
and hell are not more different than 
the sentiments of Unitarians and 
Trinitarians. The one therefore 
must lead to destruction if the other 
leads to salvation; and if any mind 
can desire a stronger motive to im- 
partiality in judging, it can be found 
only in infinite suffering. The 
truth of this, is well illustrated in 
these sermons, and they are conclu- 
ded with the following striking re- | 
marks. 
‘<If God were only one in person as 
well as essence, he could not sustain and 
execute the offices in which his own 
glory and our salvation are included.— | 
His glory could not be displayed, unless 
there is one in the divine essence to 
maintain the rights of the os 
men could not be saved, unless there is 
one to atone for sin, and intercede for 
them in heaven; and that there should 
be one to form them by his operation for 


holiness and happiness, is equally neces- } 


sary. The mystery ofa Triune God, is, 
thercfore, a glorious truth, andit secures 
tous aconsistent way of eternal life. 

‘‘If the Personality, Deity and Offices 
of the Holy Ghost have been supported, | 
then it will follow, that those who deny | 
these doctrines, are barring against | 
themselves the door of heaven. If God | 
is only one in person, there can be no | 
possibility of our standing before him in | 
Judgment, unless we shall be able to 
make it appear, that we have always 
been as holy as the angels of light, me 





he shall consent to approve of sin, and 
so cover his own glory with an eternal | 
shade. If He isnot a Trinity in Unity, | 
we may, with propriety, abandon our- | 
selves to eternal despair. On such | 
ground, annihilation, or endless misery, | 
must be our portion.” 


The third grand division is a thor- 


‘rian sentiments, with the effect 
|which they necessarily produce op 
|the character of man. Or in othe 
| words, arguments a posteriori to 
prove that Ani-'Trinitarian doctrine 
isfalse. ‘To do justice to these im. 
| portant discoarses a complete analy. 
sis would be required, but necessary 
brevity compels me to contine my- 
self to a general outline of them. 
This subject is very appropriately 
introduced by showing that the 
scriptures are the only true stand- 
ard of truth. This indeed might 
have been an introduction, as appro- 
priate in the confutation of any oth- 
er unscriptural doctrine; but all 
errors of whatever name converge to 
the same point—the opposiig of 
truth. The practical arguments, 
that are produced in these sermons, 
in favour of the bible, are simple 
but convincing. ‘There are three 
sermons on this subject, and the con- 
cluding one is indeed a solemn ap- 
peal to the mind and conscience, 
Mr. H. then proceeds to canvass 
the sentiments of Unitarian writers, 
and compare them with the scrip- 
tures. ‘The result of the compari- 
son, sets in a clear light, the danger 
of embracing the smallest error in 
matters of religion It is with an 
| error in religion, as with a lie in the 
common intercourse of life. He 
that tells one hie, must tell many 
to support it, and again many to 
support them; till, at length, he be- 


we espouse one error, we must have 
recourse to others to support it, and 
so on, till on one small error is built 
a whole erroneous system. ‘This 
ought to arouse us to guard against 
the smallest error; and more par- 
ticularly so, when we think of the 
tendency of Unitarian sentiments, 
| as they affect the moral character 


comes an habitual liar. So, when 


of men. The strongest incentive 


| to virtue is an exalted conception of 


|the character of God, as a being 


| who bears an infinite hatred to sin— 


eugh examination of Anti-'Trinita- to be convinced of the love of God 
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to his creatures, but, at the same || under the influence of other motives, as 
|| to pass through life with great external 
| regularity; wile some, who advocate 


time, that no sin, even the least, 
shall go unpunished—and to have | 
the full assurance that the wicked | 
shall suffer eternal punishment be 
yond the grave. 
from the view of man, 
no restraint but human laws. 

It plainly appears, from the work | 
before us, that Unitarians have no/ 
sich stimulants to virtue. That 


Remove these | 


| 


| 


and he has | | 


man must entertain a very mean o- | 


pinion of the character of God who 
does not believe that all his moral | | 
perfections are infinite, and must, | 
from their very nature, be held in- | 
violate. But to suppose that God | 
so loves his creatures that he will | 
pardon their sins without satisfac- | 
tion to his justice, or that his justice 
can be satisfied by an atonement 
made by a finite creature, is redu 
cing to a low standard, that glorious | | 
attribute. 

Again, if the wicked must it! 

into annihilation after death—the | 
ouly motive for him to be virtuous | | 
is that he shall enjoy a longer life | 
of happiness in the next, than in this | 
world. What an inadequate stim- , 
ulus to virtue is this, since the belief | 
of eternal misery produces so little 
effect upon the minds of many.— 
The doctrine of materiality has been | 
strongly advocated by Dr. Priestly; 
whose arguments are answered by | 
Mr. Harrowar , inavery satisfactory. 
manner, from the scriptures. 
The practical improvement of 
this subject is highly important: but | 
my remarks have been already too 
much protracted to allow as full 
quotations as I could wish. I can- 
hot, however, pass over the follow- 
ing paragraph: 

“If it has been proved that man has 
an immaterial and immortal soul, we may 
conclude that it is a doctrine whose prac- | 
ical tendency must be excellent. The 

vhole divine system is ‘‘according to. 

‘odliness; ” but every capital error in the- | 
Plogy, has a demoralizing tendency. — 

ut some, whose sentiments are hereti- | 
raltoahigh degree, may be so much 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


sound doctrine, may ‘hold the truth in 
unrighteousness.’ These peculiar ca- 


ses do not settle the practical eflects of 


any scheme of theology. The question 
to be settled, is, What effect a system 
has on those who embrace it in a gener- 
al view? The doctrine of mere material- 
ity, must have a destructive effect on 
the great mass of mankind, if it were uni- 
versally believed. On that plan, men 
would have nothing to hope for, nor to 
fear, between death and the resurrec- 
| tion. All must lie in the grave, in an 
equally unconscious peace!” 


The volume is concluded witha 
discourse designed to show that the 
humanity of C hrist is not inconsis- 
tent with his divinity. The subject 
is important, and is ably treated by 
the author. 

I have now finished my remarks 
on these sermons; and should he, 
who may peruse them, find as much 
pleasure from the perusal as I have, 
he will be well repaid for his trou- 

ble. 

I will not compare the author 
with others who have gone before 
him, in the same path; comparisons 
are odious. But I will say his ob- 
ject in these discourses, is, that they 
should be useful, and they will be 
so. There is no ostentation of learn- 
ing in them, but there is no want of 
energy or correctness. The lan- 
guage is unaffected, perspicuous, 
| and generally correct. If the au- 
thor had been writing a treatise, in 
a regular form, against Anti Trini- 
tarians, he would probably have a- 
dopted a different plan. But his 
intention has been exclusively di- 
rected to the ciscumstances of the 
people where he lived; and it has 
proved well for the public that such 
has been the case. 

In most of the books that have 
been already written on the Unita- 
rian controversy, it would seem,@s 
if no wish had been entertained 
with regard to the religious interest 
of common readers; for the subject 
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is treated in such a manner as to be || have looked at the subject with syf. 


above the comprehension of ordi- | 
nary capacities. Mr. Harrowar’s vo- | 
lume may, therefore, be considered 
as an important acquisition to that 
class of readers. But while I say 
this, I say at the same time, that the 
learned will findit a richtreat. In 
the religious views it contains, I en- 
tirely agree—with regard to the 
style, I do not say it it is perfect; 
but there is probably as little to 
blame in that respect as in any oth- 
er author. In my opinion, there- 
fore, the work will be read many 
years hence with pleasure, and as 
long as it is read, it will be useful. 
SCOTUS. 
+ 8 B0«- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


HOW TO INTERPRET SCRIPTURE. 


The Bible is the religion of Protes- 
tants. They believe that “All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God;” 
and they agree, that it is a “per- 
fect rule of faith and practice.”— 
And yet how widely do they disagree 
in their religious opinions; all of 
which, however they profess to draw 
from the bible. The knowledge of 
this fact often perplexes the minds 
of those who are disposed to in- 
quire after truth. They are seri- 
ously inclined and wish to unite 


‘With some denomination of chris- 


tians, that they may enjoy the priv- 
ileges of the christian church. But 
they find so great a diversity be 
tween them, that they are quite at 
astand. When the inquirer hears 
one denomination advocate their 
peculiar sentiments, they appear to 
bring so much scripture to support 
them, that it seems to him they must 
be right. But whenhe hears anoth- 
er, they seem to have as much scrip- 
ture on their side too. Both insist 
on the importance of truth; and | 
both are very confident that they 
are right. 

It is to feared, that many inquir 
ers become discouraged, before they 


ficient attention. They conclude 
that the bible must be a very uncer. 
tain guide and the attempt to dis. 
cover truth from it altogether hope. 
less. They conclude that these dif. 
ferences of opinion are of little o 
no consequence, and make thei 
choice between the different de. 
nominations for other reasons thay 
because they suppose the one js 
right and the other is wrong. They 
choose the one rather than the other 
because they think the modes and 
forms of the one will be more agree. 
able to their taste, than those of the 
other; or because the members of 
the one are more of their own stan. 
ding in society, than those of the 
other; or because they think it will 
be more creditable to belong to the 
one than to the other. By such 
reasons as these they are guided in 
their choice; and not by any dis. 
tinct apprehension or love of truth, 
They make up their minds not to 
examine those subjects on which dif. 
ferent denominations disagree; and 
conclude that what the scripture 
says on them is unintelligible, or of 
nouse. ‘They are always displeas- 
ed with any thing like religious con- 
troversy, and consider all that part 
of the preaching they hear, which is 
intended to illustrate and enforce a- 
ny of these disputed points, as like- 
ly to do more harm than good. They 
sit downin a good natured, easy in- 
difference; and are only offended 
when that indifference is likely to 
be disturbed. 

But there are some who are net 
thus easily satisfied. When they 
reflect that the bible is from God, 
they cannot believe that any part o 
it is useless. When they hear the 
command of the Lord Jesus, to 
“search the scriptures,” they feel 
bound to obey. When they heat 
the declaration, that “whosoeve! 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, huth not God,’ 
they are afraid of uniting with ? 
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idictated by the Holy Ghost, and 


jenomination which rejects that | 
doctrine. When they hear an apos 

‘le solemnly imprecate the curse 
of heaven upon those who preach 
another gospel, they cannot regard 
it as matter of indifference what 
they hear. When they find the bi- 
ble to teach that the truth is the in- 
strument of sanctification, and that 
the belief of error is the means of 
eternal destruction, they dare not 
shut their eyes and say it is no 
matter what we believe. When 
they reflect, that the bible was all 


was given for the express pur- 
pose of teaching men what they 
must believe, how they must feel, 
and what they must do, in order to 
please God and enjoy him forever, 
they cannot but think it must be a- 
dapted to this purpose, and of course 
must be intelligible to those who 
study it with an honest heart. They 
resolve to search the scriptures, and | 
see what God hath said. And they | 
determine that they will lay aside 

all their preconceived opinions, and | 
receive, with implicit confidence, | 
whatever God teaches. But, when 

they have formed this resolution, 

and are about to commence the 

work, they are arrested by the con 

sideration, that others, who have 
made the search with as much hon. 

esty as they are likely to make it, 
do not agree in their opinions. The 
thought occurs to them, that they 
must judge of its meaning by dif 

ferent rules. And they feel unable 





| to proceed, till they know by what 


rules of interpretation they shall be 
directed. Having felt this difficul- 
ty myself, and having bestowed 
some thoughts upon it, [ will sug- 
gest what has occurred to me. 

The great maxim is that the bible | 
means as it says. If it was inten- : 


ded asa revelation, and is adapted 
to the use of all classes of persons, 
and the Holy Spirit has made no 
mistake in the choice or arrange- | 
ment of words, it must mean as it 
says. 


Were I to attempt to in- 
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struct others, in any art or science, 
[ should certainly endeavor to a- 
dapt my language to their capa- 
cities, so as to make my meaning 
perfectly plain and intelligible. 1 
should nut, under plain language 
couch some deep, mystical, hidden 
sense, which they could not find out. 
[ should not say one thing,and mean 
another. If my object was to in- 
struct, and [ should use language in 
such an enigmatical way, I should 
ceriainly defeat my ownend.  Itis 
not to be supposed that God has us- 
ed language in this way. No; the 
plain, obvious meaning of the words, 
is, no doubt, their true meaning.— 
That sense of a passage which would 
first strike the mind of a plain, un- 
learned reader, is most likely to be 
the true sense. 

This is the grand rule for the in- 
terpretation of scripture. But it 
needs some further explanation, in 
order to guard it against misappre- 
hension. And for this purpose | 
would make several remarks. 

1. There are some figurative ex- 
pressions used in scriptare, which 
are not to be understood literally. 
This is equally true, however, of 
the language used iu the common 
intercourse of society; and the 
meaning is usually as intelligible as 
that of language which is not figu- 
rative. When it is said that Satan 
shall be bound with a chain, and it 
is understood that Satan is a spirit, 
there is no danger that any one 
wonld understand any more by the 
expression than that Satan should 
be as effectually restrained as a 
man would be who was bound with 
a literal chain If we wish to 
know whether any expression is to 
be understovd literally or figurative- 
ly, we must examine the connection, 
and see what is the subject of dis- 
course, and how the expression is 
introduced; and if no reason ap- 
pears why the expression should not 
be understood literally we ought 
to conclude it is to be so under- 
stood. 
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2. There are some parables us- 
ed in scripture, which are not to be 
understood literally. Where a par 
able is used, however, it is perfectly 
obvious that is a parable; and the 
great truth it is intended to il- 
lustrate and impress, is usually per- 
fectly obvious too. In the interpre- 
tation of parables, consider what is 
the great truthin view, and do not 
think to find an application for eve- 


! 
j 


same remark may be made with re. 
gard to several other words of sit. 
ilar import. And the different senses 
_of these words in scripture ex. 
actly corresponds to the differen; 

senses in which we use them in cop. 
/mon discourse. The use of them 
| in common discourse, in these dif. 
| ferent senses, occasions no ambigy. 
‘ity, unless it is designed by the 
speaker for the purpose of deception, 








ry particular incident in the story. || Nor ought we to suppose the use of 
A parable is a kind of picture. The || them by the Holy Spirit occasions 
great truth to be illustrated.is plain || any ambiguity in the sense of scrip- 
and obvious, and the other parts are || ture. We need only to pay atten- 
put in to give connection to the sto ‘tion tothe manner.in which they are 
ry, as the drapery is put in to fill up || used, and to the connection, 1n or- 


a picture. ‘Ihe parable of the prod 
igal son forcibly illustrates the read 
iness of our heavenly Father to for- 
give the repenting sinner; but it 
would be highly absurd to attempt 
tofind one gospel mystery in the 
robe with which he was clothed, an- 
other in the shoes on his feet, anoth- 
er in the ring on his hand, and so on. 
3. There are some words used in 
scripture which have more than one 
meaning. The words which express 
ability and .inability, some times 
have reference to bodily or mental 
strength, and some times to the dis- 
position of the mind. Want of 
strength to help my neighbor is an 
excuse; but indisposition is crimin- 
al. In which sense these words are 
to be understood, in any given pas- 
sage, is usually plain, from the con- 
nection. ‘The word widl sometimes 
signifies command. “If any man 
will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine.” It sometimes signi- 
ges decree. “Itis better, if the will 
of God be so, that ye suffer for well 
doing, than for evil doing.”? God has 
not commanded that men should 
suffer for well doing. It sometimes 


signifies a desire for theaccomplish- 
ment of a thing, in itself consicered, 
when it is not chosen on the whole; 
and sometimes the choice of a thing 
on the whole, which could not be 
ehosen considered by itself. The 


|| der to see in what sense they are us- 
ed. 

4. There are some. universal 
|| terms which are some times used 
| in a limited, and some times in an 
| unlimited sense. Ali, every, forever, 
| everlasting, are of thisclass. I be- 
‘lieve that those which express end- 
less duration, always, in scripture, 
mean the longest duration of which 
the subject is capable: and that they 
are never to be understood in a lim- 
| ited sense, unless the nature of the 
| subject spoken of necessarily ren- 
ders them so. And universally, all 
words which have an unlimited 
sense ought to be understood in that 
sense, unless there is something in 
| the connection which plainly fixes a 
| limitation. 

5. Some persons and things, con- 
nected with the old dispensation, 
| are typical of persons and things 
which belong to the new. What is 
said, however, of typical persons & 
things, is, in most, if not all cases, 
literally true of them. And those 
things in the new dispensation, 
which they were intended to typify, 
are generally pointed out and ex- 
plained in the New Testament: So 
that, by a careful comparison of the 
Old Lestament with the New, all 
| those things are rendered sufficient- 
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ly obvious ana plain. 
| With these remarks in view, | 
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repeat that the bible means as it says, || N. England,by the gradual abandon- 


and ought to be so understood. And 
[verily believe, that any one who 
will read it carefully, and be willing 
to let it mean as it says, will find | 
no difficulty in understanding the | 
most of it. ‘There is, indeed, occa- | 
sionally, an allusion made to some 
of the Eastern scenery, or to some 
of the manners and customs which 
prevailed among the eastern nations, 
which may not be intelligible to 
those who are unacquainted with 
these things. ‘The command of our 
Lord not to put new wine into old 
bottles, might not be understood by 
those who did not know that bottles 
inthat country were made of skins. 
And how his feet could be washed 
rom behind, while he sat at meat, 
would seem strange to those who 
supposed that the attitude observed 
at table was the same as ours. But 
these allusions are not so numerous 
asto obscure the great system of 
doctrines and duties taught in the 
bible, or to render it difficult to find 
out what they are. Let any one, 
who is capable of thinking far e- 
nough to combine detached truths 


| 
into a system, take the bible a 


read it, and be willing it should 
mean as it says, and he will find no 
difficulty in ascertaining which sys 

temis right. He can know which 
denomination of professing chris- 
lans stands on the foundation of 
he apostles and prophets, with Je- 
sus Christ for the chief corner stone; 
and which are built on the sand.— 
And among those which stand on 
he true foundation, he can know 
vhich are building gold, silver, and 
precious stones; and which are buil- 


uing wood, hay and stubble. 
(To be concluded. ) 


> @BOa.- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


ON THE PREVALENCE OF SOCINIANISM. 


No. III. 
fn my first number, I pointed out 
the manner in which Socinianism 
‘a3 introduced and propagated in 


ment of truth, the prevalence of that 
spurious charity which consists in 
kind feelings towards error, the 
crying down of- doctrinal and in- 
structive preaching, and the cry- 
ing up of what was called practical 
religion as constituting all that is 
important in christianity. In my 
second number, | mentioned some 
reasons why the general spread of 
Socinianism through the American 
churches is to be apprehended; par- 
ticularly the fact, that the causes 
which have contributed to its intro- 
duction and spread in New Eng- 
land, are silently operating in every 
direction. 

I have lately been looking over 
some pamphlets on the Socinian con-, 
troversy, published at Boston in * 
1815. It was in that year that the 
covert policy which the advocates 
oferror had been long pursuing, was 
laid open by the publication of their 
private correspondence, with their 
friendsin Europe. On the publica- 
tion of that correspondence, they 
felt compelled to say something in 
their own vindication. As they 
were charged with working in the 
dark, and practising concealment 
for the purpose of more effectually 
spreading their sentiments, they 
wished to repel the charge. To do 
this, they endeavored to make it ap- 
pear, that it was all from the love of 
peace, an aversion to religious con- 
troversy. and the desire of promoting 
practical religion among all classes. 
They renewed their professions of 
universal charity, liberality, and 
good feeling towards all sects and 
parties; not, however, without an 
occasional expression of bitterness 
towards the orthodox. Mr. Channing 
of Boston seems to have been selec- 
ted as their defender. He published 
several pamphlets, which were an- 
swered by the late Dr. Worcester, 
well known as the Secretary of the 
American Board for Foreigt® Mis- 
sions. Mr. C. does not call him- 
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selfa Socinian. He and his breth- 
ren generally decline that name.— 
They call themseives Unitarians; 

as this name embraces all, who make 

Christ a mere creature, and consid- 

er those who pay him divine honors 

as guilty of idolatry; whether with 

Mr. Belsham and Dr. Priestly, and 

open Deists, they consider Christ 

“a fallible, peccable, ignorant man,” 

or, with others, consider him a crea- 

ture of ahigher order. ‘The Deno- 

mination of “Liberal Christians,”’ 

which they are fond of using, is of 
somewhat more extensive significa- 

tion still. Itembraces the Unitari- 

ans, and some who have believed 

in the Trinity, but have been dispo- 

sed to favor the views of Unitarians 

in other respects. 

1 find much in these pamphlets to 
confirm the opinion I have express- 
ed. The very sentiments and max- 
ims which the advocates of Secini- 
anism in New-England have most 
studiously endeavored to propagate, 
as the best means of advancing their 
cause, are sentiments and maxims 
which are entertained and propaga- 
ted by many among us. 

Mr. Channing gives the following 
account of those who have been de- 
nominated the liberal party : 

“ By a liberal Christian, L under- 
stand one who is disposed to receive, 
as his brethren in Christ, all who, 
in the judgment of charity, sincere- 
ly profess to receive Jesus Christ as 
theic Lord and Master. He rejects 
all tests or standards of christian 
faith and of christian character, but | 
the word of Jesus Christ and of his 
inspired apostles. He thinks it an 
act of disloyalty to his Master to in- | 
troduce into the church creeds of 
fallible men as bonds of union, or 
terms of christian fellowship. He 
calls himself by no name derived | 
from human leaders, disclaims all 
exclusive connection with any sect 
or party, professes himself a mem- | 
ber of the church universal on earth | 
anu im heaven, and cheerfully ex- | 





tends the hand of brotherhood to ey. 
ery man of every name who discoy. 
ers the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

“According to this view of libera| 
christians, they cannot be called, 
party. They are distinguished only 
by refusing to separate themselye; 
in any form or degree from the greg 
body of Christ. They are scattered 
too through all classes of christians 
I have known Trinitarians and Cal. 
vinists, who justly deserve the name 
of Liberal, who regard with affection 
all who appear to follow Jesus Christ 
in temper and life, however they 
may differ on the common points ¢ 
theological controversy. ‘To this 
class of christians I profess and de. 
sire to belong. In this part of the 
country, Liberal Christians, as they 
have been above described, are ge. 
nerally, though by no means univer. 
sally, Unitarians, in the proper sense 
of that word.” 

The following extracts are taken 
from the account Mr. Channing 
gives of the manner in which hin- 
self and his brethren fulfil their mi- 
nistry : 

“We seldom or never introduce 
the Trinitarian controversy into ou 
pulpits. We seldom or never re 
fer to any different sentiments, en: 
braced by other christians, on the 
nature of God or of Jesus Christ— 
We preach precisely as if no such 
doctrine as the Trinity had ever 
been known.—-In following thi 
course, we are not conscious of ba 
ving contracted, in the least degree, 
the guilt of insincerity. We have 
only followed a general system, 
which we are persuaded to be best 
for our people and for the cause ¢ 
christianity, the system of excluding 
controversy as much as_ possible 
from our pulpits.— We think it best 
to preach what we esteem to be the 
truth, and to say very little about 
error, unless it be error of a strictlf 
practical nature. A striking prod 
of our sentiments and habits on thi 
subject may be derived from tlt 
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V-@@ j,anner in which you and myself | 


V-@ have treated Calvinism. We con- 

sider the errors which relate to 
‘al Christ’s person as of little or no im- 
lal portance compared with the error 


of those who teach, that God brings 
us into life wholly depraved and 
wholly helpless, that he leaves mul. 
titudes without that aid which is 
indispensably necessary to their re- 
entance, and then plunges them in- 
toeverlasting burnings and unspeak- 
able torture, for not repenting.*— 
This we consider as one of the most 
injurious errors which ever darken- 
ed the christian world. And yet 
our hearers will bear wiiness how 
seldom we introduce this topic into 
our preaching. The name of Cal- 


tered by us in the pulpit—We es- 
teem it a solemn duty to disarm in- 

stead of exciting the bad passions of | 
our people. 
mong them a spirit of universal cha- 





MSM rity.—- We love them too sincerely 
1D to imbue them with the spirit of con- 
mi: 


troversy.—tIn thus avoiding contro 
versy, we have thought that we de- | 
served, not reproach, but some de- 
gree of praise for our self-denial.-— 
So deeply are we convinced that the | 
great end of preaching is to promote | 
a spirit of love, a sober, righteous | 
and godly life, and that. every 
doctrine is to be urged simply and 
exclusively for this end, that we 


















“hate “Such is the representation, which Mr. 
hooses to make of Calvi nism, ‘*than 
hich,”? says Dr. Worcester, in his an- 
wer, “Tam grieved to say, I have sel- 
iom seen a more distorted and i injurious 
bne.”’ And Mr. Channing thinks the sin 
bf worshiping a creature ‘instead of God, 
vith which all Trinitarians are chargea- 
dle according to this scheme, an error 
Mf “little or no import tance,”? compared 
nth the Calvinistic doctrine of depravi- 
yand future punishment. And yet, he 
vould have us believe, that he is over- 
how ing with charity towards these same 


eC 


00 
"thi ‘alvinists, and anxious for the strictest 
” inion and. fellow ship between himself | 
the d them' 
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vinist has never, I presume been ut- | 


Wi e wish to promote a- | 


‘hanning, with all his liberal feelings, || © 


3 


1} 


| have sacrificed our ease, and have 
chosen to be less striking preachers, 
ir rather than to enter the lists of con- 
| troversy.— We have seldom or nev- 
| er assailed the scheme of the Trini- 
ty, not on ly from our dishke to con- 
| troversy in general, but from a per- 
| suasion that this discussion would, 
| above all others, perplex and need- 
| lessly perplex a common congrega- 
tion, consisting of persons of all a- 
ges, capacities, ~ de grees of improve- 
ment, and conditions in society.— 
} This doctrine we all regard as the 
| most unintelligible about which 
| christians have ever disputed —Ma- 
ny of us have been disinclined not 
| 


' 
} 
| 
} 
} 
} 
| 


j 


| 


only to assail systems which we do 
not believ e, but even to enforce the 
views which we have given of the 
rank and character of Jesus Christ 
because we have known how divi- 
ded the best men have been on 
these topics—and because we have 
ali. been persuaded, that precision 
of views upon these subjects is in 
no degree essential io the faith or 
practice of a chvistian.—-We have 
been fully satisfied, that the most 
| effectual method of promoting their 
| holiness and salvation was to urge 
|} on them verpetualiy those ereat 
truths and precepts, about whi ich 
| there is little contention, and which 
| have an immediate bearing on the 
| te mper and the life.--.Accustomed 
| aS we are to see genuine piety in all 
| classes of christians, in Trinitarians 
-and Unitarians Calvinists and 
| pis opalians, Meth- 
| odists, Baptists, and Congregation- 
alists, and delighting in this char- 
acter wherever it appears, we are 
| 


| 
| 


! 
' 
' 
| 
' 
j 


of « 


| Arminians, 10 


little anxious to bring men over to 
our peculiar opi inions.-—-~Our peo- 
ple will testify, how little we have 
sought to influe ‘seeatloctin on the topics 
of dispute among christians-— how 
little we have labored to make them 
partizans —-hew constantly we have 
h candor 
on other deno de- 
| light in all the marks which others 
15 


| besought them to look wit 
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exhibit of piety and goodness.—We | 
profeess to accord with that apostle, | 
who has taught us that charity is | 


by any other name that shall shoy 
what their opinions are. The 
would have allsuch distinctions a. 
bolished, not by an agreement in bi 
any certain opinions, but by agreeing T 
that it is no matter what we believe, J + 
Socinians wish us to think that the IB % 
doctrines of the bible are so dark Bt! 
and difficult to be understood, that BB ™ 
“precision of views upon these sub- © 
jects is in no degree essential to the je! 
faith or practice of a christian: and & 
that all attempts to teach them from JB 5° 
the pulpit will only “perplex and 

needlessly perplex a common con- fe ™! 
gregation.”” They wish to have doc. i 4” 
trinal preaching sink more and more i J° 
into disrepute; and would rejoice sh 
to have it generally thought, that all 2” 
those who advocate doctrines are YS 
actuated by selfish and party mo-jm 
tives in doing so, and are aiming tom 2" 
stir up the bad passions of their hear-m t¢ 
ers. Socinians wish to increase theme 
odium that is attached to religious t° 
controversy, and to have every thing En 













greater than faith and hope, more 

excellent than the tongue of angels, 

and the understanding of all mys- 

teries—We have enjoyed singu- 

lar prosperity —— We find ourselves 

respected by ail classes of society, 

and, may I not say, distinguished, 
by the eminent, the enlightened and 

the good F—-In our societies there | 
are no divisions, no jealousies, no 
partie: to disturb us.” 

Such is the language of Mr. 
Channing, the defender of Unitari- 
anism. And the reader is requested 
to turn back, and read it over again, 
and then say, whether I was not) 
right in affirming that the very same 
sentiments and maxims are enter: 
tained and propagated by many a- 
mong us. And yet, these are the 
sentiments and maxims which So- 
cinians are most of all desirous to 
have propagated, as the best adapted 










| 





to prepare men to fall in with their | branded with that name which has wh 
views. Socinians wish us to be- | for its object the illustration & prool 
lieve, that all who profess to be || of the doctrines of the gospel; ant 
christians must be considered and || especially, every thing which is in- 
treated as such, without regard to || tended to expose and refute error, 
their opinions on doctrinal points. | and vindicate the truth against seg “7 


cret attacks. Socinians wish tt 

have it thought that orthodoay anf | 
practical religion are necessarily 20b 
disconnected, and opposed to eacliiy eve 
other; and that of course, the advo tha 
cates of orthodoxy are enemies ti laid 
practical religion, or at least, regard Our 
it with indifference and neglect.-gg and 
Socinians wish to to have it thoughi this 
a great excellence in a minister dj Li 
the gospel, that he carefully avoitt dor? 
every thing in his preaching upomg Cen! 
which people are not agreed, aul thos 
preaches those points only abot heat 
which there is little or no contentiongg CN 
They wish to have that man thougifg com 
the best minister, who succeeds beige Prea 
in pleasing all classes of his hearers but | 
and so preaches, that there are gg | 
dissensions, no difficulties, no digg °c" 

putes among his people. whe 


They wish us tobelieve that error in | 
opinion is blameless and harmless; | 
and that he who believes wrong is | 
as likely to be a good man, as he | 
who believes right. Socinians wish | 
us to believe that christian churity | 
is a disposition to think well of all | 
sorts of religion, and that this is the | 
best trait in the christian character; | 
so that he who has the most of this | 
disposition is the best christian — | 
Socinians wish us to believe it| 
wrong, for churches to have a con- | 
fession of faith, which shall em- 
brace their views of the great doc- 
trines of the gospel, and make an as- 
sent to it a term of admission, and 
a denial of ita ground of excom- 
munication. They wish to make 
men more and more unwilling to be 
called Calvinists, or Arminians, or 
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Socinians well know that the 
prevalence of such sentiments and 
maxims will break down all those 
barriers which oppose their progress. 
They cheerfully hail, as fellow la- 
borers in the same cause with them- 
selves, all, of every name, who lend 
them their aid in propagating such 
maxims. ‘They are willing to ac: 
cord to them the name of “Liberal 
Christians; and are eager te “ex- 
ten’? to them “the hand of brother- 
hood.”” 

I shall not now attempt to show 
why the above mentioned sentiments 
and maxuns are wrong. My ob- 
ject, for the present, is merely to 
show those among us who entertain 
and propagate such sentiments, how 
well they harmo..ize in these things 
with the Socinians of New England; 
and how effectually they are doing 
the work of the enemy. I know 
they do not mean it;—neither did 
those who began the work in New 
England. Let them pause, and think 
what they are doing. 

4 Son of the Pilgrims. 
-+++ @BO«:-- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
MISSIONARY FIELDS. 
* The liberal deviseth liberal things; and 
by liberal things shall he stand.”’ 

The conversion of the world is a 
noble object. The cause in which 
every true christian is engaged is 
that for which the Lerd Jesus Christ 
laid down his life. It is worthy of 
our united and vigorous support; 
and every one that wishes well to 
this cause must be disposed to ask, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
du??? After the lapse of eighteen 
centuries, but a small portion of 
those for whom Christ died have 
heard the blessed news. Every one 
cannot literally comply with the 
command ‘go inte all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature;’ 
but every one can do something to 


Missionary Fields. 
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sphere. A numerous and respecta- 
ble class of citizens are employed in 
the cultivation of the earth. fo these 
we have a few observations to make, 
upon what are called Missionary 
Fields. We presume that their im- 
portance will, at this period, scarce- 
ly be denied. The more intelligent 
part of the community, and all real 
christians will readily unite in the 
belief, that the cultivation of mis- 
sionary fields, is one of the happiest 
means yet devised, for promoting the 


-Redeemer’s kingdom in the world. 


More than any other employment, 
perhaps, this furnishes its own plea- 
sures and rewards. There is no la- 
bor more pleasing, and scarcely 
more honorable among men, than 
Agriculture. To the christian, it 
furnishes a most visible display of 
the instructive operations of Provi- 
dence. ‘To the curiosity of the man 
of science, it presents a world of 
plants and minerals, together with 
all the rich variety of scenery and 
landscape. With the employment 
of tilling the ground, and the pur- 
suits of rural life, is associated what- 
ever tends to elevate the thoughts or 
improve the heart. The virtuous 
and contemplative mind has ever 
been inclined to this pursuit. In 
honor of it, we are told, that, for- 
merly, the most august senators of 
Rome were delighted to follow the 
plough; and in modern times, it is 
enough to say of husbandry, that 
Grorce WasHINGTON was a “prac- 
tical farmer.’?’ No wonder that chris- 
tian benevolence should discover 
this means, for the futherance of 
charity: the very employment itself 
seems to shed a benign influence on 
all who engage init. While assem- 
bled, in little bands, at a missionary 
field, we are mutually led to impor- 
tant inquiries, and such as naturally 
excite to active benevolence. By 
our example and conversation on 


aid its accomplishment. And each these occasions, we can hardly fail 
can exert himself to the best effect, |] of giving a better tone to the moral 
when acting in his accustomed || ee lings both of ourselves and others. 
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It is at all times an important refiec- 
tion, that, from our conduct, are for- 
med the minds of the rising genera- 
tion—that our deeds, whether good 
or bad, are.by them beheld and en- 
ulated. Thas, in our every attempt 
to bless others, we ourselves are 
blest. These, however, do not com- 
prise all the desires of the christian. 
He looks to the glory of God, con- 
sicers the many duties which he 
owes Him, and rejoices in manifest- 
ing his love to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is encouraged by the promises 
of God; “ Chine heart shall not be 
prieved when thou givest unto him, 
because that for this thing the Lord 
thy God shall bless thee in all thy 
works, and in all that thou puttest 
thine hand unto.’ “ The liberal 
soul shall be made fat; and he that 
watereth shall be watered also him 
self.’’ 

We do not object to any way of 
doing good. But in this country of 
fariners, we know of no means so 
eligible as the improvement of mis- 
sionary fields. Our land-holders 
have ground enough and to spare; 
and many of them, we believe, would 
even be pleased to appropriate, eve- 
ry year, a little field to benevolence. 
Land can easily be obtained, and all 
that seems wanting is labor. Let 
then, at least, our young men, in the 
various departments of life, come up 
cheerfully to the help of the Lord, 
in this way, and something will be 
done 

I will not take it upon me, to point | 
out the best method to be pursued. 
After the many plans already re- 
commended and pursued, every 
neighborhood will choose for itself. 
Only let us do with our might, what 
our hands find to do. 


“What reason bids, God bids: by His command 
How aggrandiz’d the smallest thing we de.” 


5. R-S. 
<306 te 
ONEIDA BIBLE SOCIETY. 
In compliance with their duty as | 
required by the constitution, the Di- | 


| rectors of the Oneida Bible Society 
respectfully submit the following 
REPORT: 

| At the date of the last annua! 

meeting,there remained in the hands 

of the Treasurer $4: 59, together 

with several notes, amounting to 

738 00. Since then, there has been 
received by donations, subscriptions, 
contributions, and interest on notes, 
$2560 76. 

There have been purchased of the 
American Bible Society, 
Bibles,609 - - ¢45993 
Testaments, 466, including 

50 purchased of Merrell & 
Hastings, = - ye 


148 62 
$608 55 
$249 only has been paid into the 
treasury of the American B. Society. 
But, as will appear from the ac- 
count of your Agents, $207 92 is 
now due for Bibles and Testaments 
which have been sold; 257 Bibles, 
and !56 Testaments remain unsold. 

Your Directors would notice with 
gratitude, a liberal donation from the 
Parent lustitution of 100 Bibles and 

‘00 Testaments. These are for 
gratuitous distribution, and the grea- 
ter portion of which remain on hand. 

Although, during the past year, 
| any more Bibles have either been 
1 
j 


ee 


Ts 


soil at reduced prices or given a- 
way, than in any former year since 
the organization of this society; yet 
we are aware that but little has been 
done compared with what ought to 


| life”? We are now auxiliary to a 
|| Society whose operations are limited 
1} 
| 


‘a world. We should remember, too, 
| that the annual receipts of that so- 
| ciety are small compared with the 
| wants: of five hundred mildions of 
' souls who are destitute of the Bible. 
| tis true, that much has been done, 
| and much is still doing by older and 
larger societies than this, in every 
| quarter of the globe. They have in- 
| troduced a new era ia the church. 


be done in distributing the “word of 


only by its means and the wants of 
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Rut their exertions and ours mustbe 
creased a thousand fold. We have 
but just enlisted in the great work. 
The flame of benevolence has but 
ust began to kindle in our hearts. 
Let us not be “weary in well doing.” 
Let that flame spread: from bosom 
to bosom, until all the treasuries of 
the Lord shall overflow with their 
pferings—until the word of God 
shall be read by every tongue, and 
the river of life shall flow round 
the globe. 
+ @MOQ««.- 

RESOLUTIONS OF PRESBYTERY. 

Believing it to be our duty as offi- 
ers inthe church of Christ at all 
imes, to consult the honor and pros- 


perity of religion among our people, | 


Resolutions of Oneida Presbytery. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
' 


} 
} 
| 
i 
' 


uid to warn them against those er- | 


ors, either in doctrine or practice, | 


shich we think prejudicial to their 
piritual interests, and inconsistent 
ith the principles of the gospel; 
ve cannot but express our opinion 
nd solicitude, in regard to some 
inchristian practices, which have 
nud entrance among us, and to 
ar against them our decided tes- 
non Ve 
uty with tenderness and meekness, 
ut at the same time, with the 
imness and authority, which be- 


ones a Judicatory of the church of | 
The practices to which we | 
llude, are, too free use of ardent | 


‘hrist. 


pirits, journeying on the sabbath, 
rambling, Theatrical Exihibitions, 
evelling, and Dancing. As to the 
our first, little need be said, for they 
re vices, so plainly at war with reli 
ion, that we hope, but few, perhaps 
ne, of our actual professors have 
ndulged themselves in them. It 


lay, however, be proper to remark, | 
iat all attendance on horse racing, | 


he practice of betting, and indeed 
very attempt to acquire property 
Y unlawful means, involves the 
tinbling principle and the guilt 
thich attaches to that vice. 

As to theatrical exhibitions and 
‘ncing—-we shall give our opinion 


We would enter upon this | 


} 


_— 





exhibited on the stage 
| 
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in the language of the General As- 
sembly, with a slight variation— 
“The theatre,” say they, “we have 


; . : 
| always considered a school of immor- 


ality. Ifany person wishes for hon- 
est conviction on this subject, let 
him attend to the character of that 
mass of matter, which is generally 
We believe 
all will agree, that comedies at least, 
with a few exceptions, are of such a 
description, that a virtuous and mod- 
est person cannot attend the repre- 
sentation of them, without the most 
painful and embarrassing sensations. 
if, indeed, custom has familiarized 
the scene, and these painful sensa- 
tions are no longer felt, it only 
proves that the person in question, 
has lost some of the best sensibili- 
ties of our nature; that the strong- 
est safeguard of virtue has been ta- 


acter has undergone a serious de- 
preciation. 

“W ith respect to dancing, we think 
it necessary to observe, that howev- 
er plausible it may appear to some, it 
is, perhaps, not the less dangerous on 
account of that plausibility. It is not 
from those things which the world 
acknowledges to be most wrong, that 
the greatest danger is to be appre- 
hended to religien, especially as it, 
relates to the young. When the 
practice is carried to its highest ex- 
tremes, all admit the consequences 
to be fatal; and why not then appre- 


| 
| ken down, and that the moral char- 


| hend danger, even from its incipient 
| stages. Itis certainly inall its sta- 


ges, a fascinating and infatuating 
practice. Let it once be introdu- 
ced, and it is difficult to give it lim- 
its. It steals away our precious 
time, dissipates religious impres- 
sions, hardens the heart, and is in- 
consistent with that sobriety which 
the gospel requires.” 

Cordially adopting these senti- 
ments as our own, therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommen- 
ded to ai! professors of religion un- 
der the care of this presbytery, to 
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abstain wholly from the above nam- 
ed practices. Moreover, 

Resolved, That if any refuse to 
comply with this recommendation, 
it be enjoined, and it is hereby en 
joined, upon all churches and 
church sessions under our care, to 
consider the offence of such person 
or persons, as a matter of discipline 
and that they act accordingly. 

Resolved, also, That it be recom- 
mended to christian parents, to re- 
strain their children ,as much as pos- 
sible, from the above named practi- 
ces. 

Ord. red, That this minute be 
read on the sabbath, from the pulpit | 
in the several churches belonging tu 
this presbytery. 

<—000e— 
EARTHQUAKE AT ALEPPO. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Benj. Bar- 
ker, Agent for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society at Aleppo. 

Garden of Ibrahim Aga, near the 
Ruins of Aleppo, Aug. 23, 1822. 

With a heavy heart I take up my pen 
to trace anew in my dejected mind, the |} 
most dreadful ofall events. The wounds 
of affliction must bleed afresh, when I 
recal to memory the lamentations of fa- 
thers for their children, of children for 
their fathers, of husbands for their wives, 
and of wives for their husbands, running 
naked from place to place, imploring 
the protection of the Almighty, or with 
their feeble hands, trying, amidst the 
falling ruins to extricate themselves and 
their relations. 

On the night of the 13th Aug. about 
half past nine o’clock, Aleppo, the third | 
city of the Ottoman Empire, built entire- | 
ly of stone, was, in the space of a few | 
seconds, bro’t down to its foundations. 

I was at that time asleep on the ter- |/ 
vace of my particularfriend, Mr. Maseyk, 
who, by the help of the Almighty, was 
mercifully saved with all his family. 

About half an hour previous to the | 
great shock, a light one was felt, when 
I took the precaution to draw my bed | 
from under a very high wall, where it was | 
placed. I was soon awakened by the | 
fall of that wall, on the very spot where 
my bed had stood. I sprang from my | 
eouch, and without waiting to dress my- 
self, fied into the house, which I found 
¥alling on all sides. 

To remain in the house, or to take 


flight through the streets, amidst fallin, 
houses, appeared to be equally danger 
ous. 

I recommended my soul to God, ang 
embraced the Jatter resolution. In cop, 
sequence I descended the back stairs of 
Mr. Maseyk’s house, by the Almighty’, 
guidance, for the great staircase fell gy 
the same time. 

The darkness of the night, and the 
clouds of dust that covered the atmos. 
phere, prevented me from perceiving 
the stones and rubbish on the stairs, 
which had fallen from a part of the house, 
and consequently I was precipitated in. 
to the court yard on a dead body. 

How can ] express my feelings at that 
moment, ignorant on what body I had 
fallen! I was half dead with fright and 
horror. I afterwards learnt that it was a 
faithful servant, who a second before had 
descended those stairs, when some stones 
of an adjoining Turkish house, fell on 
him and killed him. 

I quitted that melancholy spot, and 
like a man deprived of his senses, ran a. 
midst the fulling walls to the gate of the 
town, which is situated at some distance 
from my friend’s house. It was on my 
road among narrow streets, that I was 
destined to witness the most hornble of 
all scenes. The lights of the houses 
whose sides had fallen, exposed to my 
view men and women clinging to the mu. 
ined walls of their houses, holding their 
children in their trembling arms; man 
gled bodies lying under my feet; and 
piercing cries of half buried people as- 
sailing my ears: Christians, Jews, and 
Turks, were imploring the Almighty’s 
mercy in their respective tongues, who 
a mmute before did not perhaps acknov- 
ledge him. 

After a great deal of trouble and fa. 
tigue, running among the ruins, I arm: 
ved exhausted at the gate of the city, 
called Babelfaninge, the earthquake 
still continuing. Cold and dreadfully 
bruised, and cut in my body and feet, | 
fell on my knees among a concourse of 
people, to thank the Almighty for my 
happy deliverance from the jaws o 
death. But the gate of the city was 
shut; and no one dared to risk his life 


under its arch, to open it. After agail 


recommending my soul to my Creator, ! 
threw myself on the gate. 1 felt in the 
dark, and perceived that it was not lock 
ed, but the great iron bars that went * 
cross the folding doors were bent by the 
earthquake, and the little strength I 1 
tained was not sufficient to force them. 
I went in quest of the guards, but they 
were no mere! 
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Inj fell again on my knees before the 
> HE aim’ ghty, who alone could save me from 
the immediate peril of being crushed to 
ind MH sath. I did not forget in my prayers 
On Mic miserable creatures around me.— 
S of MM while I was in that attitude, four or five 
ty's Turks came near me, and joined hands, 
| at to pray in their accustomed way, calling 
out **Alla! Alla!’? Having in sight my 
the safety and that of thousands of individu- 
108: 4.1; who crowded to the gate to escape, I 
N§ HH made no reflections, but began to intreat 
8, them in the name of God, to help me to 
me open the gate, in order to save our lives 
i nd those of so many individuals who 
were continually perishing before us. 
hat The Lord inspired them with courage 
had and providing themselves with large 
and stones, according to my instructions, in 
hed alittle time they forced the bars and o- 
a pened the gate. No sooner had I quitted 
it, than a strong shock of an earthquake 
OR rumbled it to pieces, and several Jews 
were killed by its fall. 
and A new and affecting scene was now 
re. exhibited. A great concotirse of peo- 
he ple rushed out, and with one accord fell 
Ne¢Mon their knees to render thanks to the 
my Almighty for their preservation; but 
W8iwhen the first transports of joy were o- 
a ver, the thought of having left buried, 
ni in danger of being buried, in the city, 
* their freinds and relations, made them 
7 such piercing lamentations, that 
the most hard hearted person would have 
sal been penetrated with grief. I crept, as 
a well as I could, about twenty yards, to 
a a place where I saw a group of people, 
tye who had saved themselves from the sub- 
he urbs, where no gates prevented their is- 
ov. ung out of the town; there I fell, half 


dead with cold, and with the pain from 
my sores. 

Two or three of those people who re- 
cognised me in that miserable condition, 
imnediately gave me a Cloak, and 
sbrought me a little water. When I 
recovered a little my senses, I began to 
feel new sufferings of a nature too poign- 
ant to be described. 

The thoughts of what might have be- 
fallen my brother and his family, who 
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sa Were at Antioch, and the cruel fate of 
ait my friends in the city, besides the mel- 
a ancholy objects around me, people 








wounded, others lamenting the death of 
theirrelations, others having before them 
their dying children taken from under 
the ruins, preyed so strongly on my 
mind, that not the pen of the ablest wri- 
tercan give an adequate idea of my 
feelings. I spent the whole night in 
prayer and anxiety. 
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Early the next morning,I was conveyed 
by some charitable people on an ass to 
the nearest garden to profit by the shade 
of the trees. I did not remain long be- 
fore Mr. Derehe, the French dragoman, 
joined me, and gave me the agreeable 
news, that all the European Christians, 
excepting a little boy, had been saved, 
but many like myself were greatly bruis- 
ed. 

Of the European Jews, the Austrian 
Consul, Mr. Esdrade Picciateo, and a 
few others were crushed to death, and 
many. thousands of native christians,Jews 
and Turks, perished withthem. Ihave 
now the satisfaction to know that my 
brother and family had escaped from a 
similar danger at Antioch; which place 
has likewise been destroyed, as well as 
Latakis, Gisser Shogre, Idlib, Mendun 
Killis, Scanderoon, and all the rest of 
the towns and villages inthe Pachal- 
ick of Aleppo. 

Of the interior, as yet we have had ne 
news. All those who have made their 
escape out of the city are encamped in 
the gardens. Iremained four days with- 
out being able to move, from my bruises 
and sores, having only a sheet to screen 
me from the scorching rays of the sun. 
I am now, thank God, much better, and 
begin to walk a little, but with great 
pain. 

When I joined the rest of the Euro- 
peans, in the garden of Ibrahim Aga, I 
was most kindly received by the French 
Consul, Mr. Lesseps, who afforded me 
every possible assistance. 

I cannot too greatly admire the con- 
duct of this worthy gentleman in the 
critical and afflicting position he isin.— 
A father could not shew more affection 
to his children than Mr. LeSseps mani- 
fests to his countrymen, as well as to all 
those who are in want of his advice or 
assistance. 

The next day, my friend, Mr. Maseyk, 
came to live among us; in the bosom of 
whose family I began again to enjoy life, 
although deprived of all its comforts. 

My heart bleeds for the poor Europe- 
ans, who, without the least prospect of 
having, for atime, a roof to preserve 
them from the scorching rays of the sun, 
must soon, from the heavy rains of the 
autumn and winter, be deprived of every 
resource; for the few effects they have 
been able to save must be sold for their 
sustenance. 


[The following account of this great city 
may not be unacceptable to our readers. | 
Aleppo, or Haleb, one of the chief ci- 

| ties of Syria, is situated in a vast plan 
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which extends from the Orontes to the 
Euphrates. It is built on eight hills, on 
the highest of which the castle is erected 
and is supposed to be the ancient Bera, |! 
(Acts xvii. 10;) it is said to contain 
more than 200,000 inhabitants. .The 
houses are large and commodious, all 
nearly of the same height, having terra- 
ces on the top, on which persons may go 
from house to house, without descending |; 
into the streets. The city is constrac- | 
ted with some elegance, and is one of | 
the cleanest and most healthy cities in |) 
Syria. The tall cyprus trees, contras- || 
ted with the white minarets of numer- 
ous mosques, give the whole a most pic- | 
turesque appearance. 

From another account transmitted by: 
Mr. Barker, Consul, at Antioch, we 
learn that the awful effects of this 
earthquake were very extensive; from 
Diabeker and Merhab, Aleppo and Sccn- 
deroon, Killis and Kahu Shekoon. The 
shock was felt at Damascus, Adeno, and 
Cyprus. Flashes of volcanic fire were 
perceived at various times throughout 
the night. There was nothing remark- 


able in the weather or in the state of | 


the atmosphere. 

It is impossible to convey an adequate 
idea of the scenes of horror during that |) 
dreadful night. Hundreds of decrepid 
parents half-buried in the eet 
the succor of their sons; distracted mo- 
thers franticly lifting heavy stones from 
heaps that covered the bodies of lifeless 
infants; the crash of falling walls, the 
shrieks, the groans, the accounts of ag- |) 
ony and despair of that long night can- 
not be described. 

Aleppo, Antioch, and several other 
towns, thus became in ten or twelve 
seconds, heaps of ruins; and, at the low- 
est computation, 20,000 human beings 
were destroyed, and as many more 
maimed and wounded. 

Although slight shocks of earthquakes 
have sometimes been felt in this | 
couatry, and a single town, Latachia, | 

was partially thrown down about twenty- 
seven years ago, yet none very destruc- 
tive is recorded but one, which happen- 
ed about sixteen centasies ago, when 
one third of the inhabitants of Antioch 
perished, when it contained 700,000 | 
souls. 

From subsequent letters it appears | 
that the shock ofthe e: arthqu: akes con- | 
tinued to be felt, at various times, up to | 
the 19th of October; more than two 
months after the first fatal shock. 

Earthquakes must be numbered a- 
mnongst the ‘*terridilia Dei’’ the *‘terrti- 


|| ble things of God;”’ in which his irresic, 
tible power to punish his sinful creatures 
| most awfully displayed; and whic) 
fill the human mind with greater tern 
than any other public calamity. History 
| records many earthquakes,some of which 
| have been more fatal than even that y 
| Aleppo and Antioch. That which took 
| place at Port Royal,Jamaica,in 1693 was 
| peculiarly terrific: it destroy ed that town 
' then the capital of the Island, in two min. 
utes; and buried the houses } ina gulph 
| forty fathoms deep: The streets rose, 
| the waves of the sea first lifting , up the 
| houses, and then immediately throwin 
them down into deep pits. The effec: 
| was extensive, for scarce a planting-house 
| ora sugar-house was left standing in al] 
| Jamaica. 

Inthe year 1638, a most terrible earth. 
Fire happened in Calabria, the con. 
sequences of which were most dreadful, 
and in the year 1693, one of the most 
| awful of which we read, took place in 
| Sicily, which not only shook the whole 
| island; but extended to Naples and Mal. 
ta. Thecity of Catania, had the grea. 
‘test share in the tragedy. It was s% 
completely destroyed that not the least 
vestige remained; ‘and of 18,900 inhab. 
tants 18,000 perished. 

A great earthquake happened at Lis. 
|| bon on the first of Noy. 1755. About 

|| half past nine in the evening a rumbling 
| noise was Heard, anda most dreadful 
| earthquake shook, by short, but quick 
| vibrations, the foundations of all the city, 

| so that many, buildings instantly fell: 4 
| second shock laid almost the whole ¢ 
ij in ruins, with prodigious slaughter of the 
| people. The same earthqui ike was felt 
| all over Spain and Morocco, and othe: 











| 
| places on the African coast; in Madeira, 


| in France, Germany, Holland and Swe: 
| den, inthe West Indies; and in England 
| also. 
| Calabria was again visited with most 
_desolating e arthquakes i in the year 1783, 
‘which extended over a vast tract of 
! country. Sir William Hamilton, whe 
| publishe dan account of it was of the © 
| pinion that 40,000 persons perished. 
Should not these awful demonstrations 
of divine power cause us to fear Him 
who can so suddenly sweep away 4 
whole city into destruction? Should not 
sinners tremble to think how awful it! 
to have sucha God for an enemy? Should 
thev not immediately seek rc conciliation 
| to Him through the ‘blood of the Lamb 
} It is true the land of our nativity has sel 
|| dom been visited, and but slightly wit 
| this dire calamity; but we have no sec” 


| 
1! 


{ 





rity 
the 
Hoy 
rod; 


was 
as if 
alon 
how 
with 
of t 
wer 
kne 
and 
wor 
do t 
in tl 
ners 
the 
thor 
eart 
why 
may 
he | 
Sab! 
lew 
infic 
qua 
pou 
wel 
shal 

T 
dev: 
may 
that 
awfi 
whi 
in t 
pass 
eme 
eart 
shal 
thes 
man 
holy 


ing 
Day 


N 
has 
Viz. 
ran! 
wit! 
whe 
sane 
acie 

E 
Wt 
of 
to | 
hav 
cou 
his 


ter 








ry 


he 
ne 
act 
ise 


all 


th. 
On 
ul; 
Ost 


ole 
fal. 
ea. 


AST 
ab: 


Lis- 
out 
ing 
ful 
ick 
ity, 
l: a 
city 
the 


felt 


172, 
we: 
and 


nost 
83, 
+ of 
who 
> 0 


ions 
Him 
y 2 
not 
it 1s 
puld 
tio? 
mb 
sel: 
with 
ec 


sity for the future. Until the year 1815, 
the inhabitants of the Cape of Good 
Hope had been strangers to this terrible 
rod; when suddenly a tremendous noise 
was heard, in the streets of Cape Town, 
as if a multitude-of wagons were driven 
along, accompanied with a melancholy, 
howling sound, which filled every soul 
with consternation. Then might many 
of the people have been seen, as they 
were lately at Aleppo, falling on their 
knees and imploring the mercy of God; 
and shortly after crowding the places of 
worship, eager to learn what they must 
do to be saved. Thus was itin London 
inthe year 1755. O, why do not sin- 
ners, at all times, standing as they do on 
the brink of eternity, and liable by a 
thousand means as fatal to lifé as an 
earthquake, to be hurried into eternity; 
why dothey not seek the Lord while he 
may be found, and call upon him while 
he is near? 
Sabbath breaking, our profaneness, our 
lewdness, and especially by our daring 
infidelity, to visit us also with an earth- 
quake? God forbid! May he graciously 
pour out upon us his Holy Spirit; that 
we may repent and turn to Him: ‘‘then 
shall not iniquity be our ruin.” 

The consternation excited and the 
devastations occasioned by earthquakes 
may and ought to direct our thoughts to 
that Great Day, which will be far more 
awful than any we have mentioned, and 
which will come suddenly ‘‘as a thief 
in the night; when the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the el- 
ements shall melt with fervent heat: the 
earth also and the works that are therein 
shallbe burnt up. Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godtiness; look- 


2 Pet. iii. 10—12. 
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Next to the richest gift that heaven 
has bestowed upon unworthy men, 
viz. the Saviour of Sinners, we must 
rank the Sacred Seriptures, connected 
with the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
who applies this word, with power and 
sanctification, to the heart and con. 
science. 

Have Ia Bible? So has my friend. 
What use have I made of mine? And 
of what benefit has my friend’s been 
to his soul? The sweet singer of Israel 
having learned the statutes of the Lord, 
could say, from the overflowings of 
his soul, “The law of thy mouth is bet 
‘erunto me than thousands of gold and 

VOL. Il. 


Must we tempt God by our 


ing for and hasting to the coming of the 
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silver.” Hence he made the statutes 
of the Lord his delight. Says Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, one of the most wise and 
excellent men of his age, ‘I have regu- 
larly and attentively read the Holy 
Scriptures, and am of opinion that this 
volume, independently of its divine 
origin, contains more sublimity and 
beauty, purer morality, more impor- 
tant history. and finer strains of poetry 
and eloquence, than can be collected 
from all other books, in whatever age 
or language.thevy may have been com- 
posed.” 


Seeing that such an estimate hag 
been made of the sacred volume, not 
only by those inentioned above, but al- 
so by all pious men in every age, what 
value have Jf placed upon it? Have I 
been careful to read it daily in my clo- 
set, and in my family? Have I medita- 
ted upon it and treasured it yp in my 
mind that the word of Christ might 
dwell in me rickly in all wisdom? Sure- 
ly, of all other volumes, the Bible is 
the most worthy of my choice, and 
constant and prayerful perusal, for its 
author is God, and its ultimate end his 
glory as connected with man’s salva- 
vation. It points out the quicksands 
of error, and the rocks of superstition 
and unbelief upon which so many run 
founder, and make shipwreck of their 
souls. In a word—it leads to ‘God, to 
Heaven, to everlasting bliss.” 

As I read and turnover this mes- 
sage sent from heaven for my directo- 
ry in this vale of tears, and to show 
me the way to make a happy and tri- 
umphant exit out of it;—! say, while I 
find it sweeter to my taste than honey 
—while I draw the pure water of life 
from this well of salvation, while it 
proves matina,sothat my soul cries out, 
‘‘Lord evermore give me this bread,”’ 
—and while it opens to me a glorious 
prospect beyond the grave, do I re- 
member with gratitude or celebrate 
with praise the goodness of my Friend 
on high who has placed me in alJand of 
Bibles? Do I remember too, and com- 
passionate those who are destitute of 
the word of life? Alas! how many, for 
tne want of the Scriptures, live and 
die without being able to solve this all 
important and interesting question, 
“How shall sinful man be just with 
God?”? Oh! the millions who are yet 
destitute of the Bible! The millions of 
Pagans! The millions of Mahomme- 
dans! The millions of Papists! The 
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millions of Jews yet without the Bible! 
Am Ia Christian? What shail I reply 
to the reiterated cry—send—O! send 
me the Bible? Am I a friend of man, 
of man perishing for lack of know 
ledge? Where is my sympathy? May 
heaven inspire my soul, to send up hey 
daily orisons for relief to those who 
sit in the regionand shadow of ceath 
—that light may spring up and the 
sun of righteousness arise with heal 
ing in his wings upon their midmight 
gloom. And while I pray, may my 
heart be opened to cast my mite into 
the treasury of the Gospel to dissemi 
nate its truth and spread abroad its 
enlivening rays. And I may rest as 
sured that the Lord loves a cheerful, 
and may I not add, a bountiful giver? 

I am awarethat more is now doing 
for the destitute abroad than at any 
former period. Yet more, much more 
remains to be ‘lone. And why may 
not that destitute-family a short dis- 
tance from me, and yet without a bi- 
ble, possess one? 

ALTER AMICUS. 
Princeton, March, 1823. 





From the Religious Intelligeneer. 

Mr. Wuitinc—l am requested, 
through the medium of your paper, to 
state to the religious public, that the 
Rev. AsAHEL NETTLETON remains at 
Balton, laboring under those bodily in- 
firmites, which render him incapa! e 
of engaging i the active duties ot his 
profession. The prospect of his spee- 
dy recovery is not favorable. 





Extract of a Letter from SAMUEL 
W uitney, one of the Missionuries at 
the Sandwich Islands, to the Editor of 
the Religious Intelligencer; dated, 

Tauwai, (alias Atooi,) S. I. Aug. 3, 1822. 
DeaR SrtrR,—Your kind letter, to- 
geth: r with two volumes of the Reli- 
gious Intelligencer, and other books 
and pamphlets, came to hand some- 
time in Match last. For these pre- 
sents be pleased to accept my siuc. re 
thanks. Ihave read them with much 
interest as have other members of the 
mission. They are usefulin atwofold 
sense, as they not only bring me ‘goad 
tidings of great joy,” but serve to is- 
sure me that [still live in christian re- 
rembrance. Mr. Eilis, one of the 
missionaries at the Society Islands, to- 
gether with the English missionary 
deputies, have spent a season with us 









those Islands are truly wonderful... 
Perhaps a more favored spot canno 
be found throughout the Christiay 
world. The conflict has been long ang 
severe, but the victory seen’s: almog 
complete. Searce a familf'of an jn. 
dividual, sav our brethren, can be 
found in the Islands nov christian, 
who ¢o not pray morning and evening 
to Aimighty God! 

We are still hoping and praying, 
and laboring, to extend the Redeem. 
er’s kingdom. The same kind hand 
which led us to this distant region of 
thé earth, continues to administer safe. 
ty, peace, consolation, and the hope of 
an abundant harvest, ere long to be 
vathered from this whitening field.— 
Perhaps our success, has not yet been 
sufficient to meet the sanguine expect. 
ations of our christian friends, but we 
are by no means discouraged. Though 
the Sun of righteousness may seem 
to tarry, his appearance is not the less 
certain. The morning rays which 


|. glimmer in our horizon, we trust are 


the sure intimations ofa brighter day. 
One of the greatest barriers to our 
work, is the wantof a sufficient know!- 
edge of the language, to convey the 
truth intelligibly to the people. Thi 
difficulty is daily removing, however, 
and we hope the period is not far dis. 
tant, when we shall preach to them 
the words of eternal truth. 

Our school consists of about thirty 
interesting vouth, most of them able 
| to read in their own and our language. 
= Gyan 
From Dr. Price to the Cor. Secretar, 
dated Rangoon, Aug. 24, 1822. 
My Dear Brother,—Just on the eve 


~~ 


‘|| of setting out for Ava, I sit down to 


| give the Board, through you, a shor 
| sketch of the dealings of God with w 
since I last wrote. 

July 12.—I left the ship which con- 
tained my only remaining earthly con 
fort, and with a heavy heart set out on 
my return to Rangoon. Every object 


‘ 


' 
j 
' 


_ erent a situation,—tended to increase 
| my depression. On my way to the mis 
sion house the dreary prospect now be: 
fore me was painted in the most glowing 
colors; and nothing but the love of per 
| ishing souls, and the desire of building 
up the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
could have made this dreary wast? 
at all desirable. But blessed, for eve! 
blessed, be the God of all grace and 
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ied mn this as well as in every other || From Mr. Price to the Cor. Secretary, 


jme of need. I had scarcely - arrived, 
und taken a brief survey of my now sol- 
itary mansion, when I was informed that 
an order had arrived from the king for 
me to come immediately to Ava. Free 
toleration, through the favor of govern- 


try, that we all feel the importance of 
the present opportunity, as an opening 

of Providence to obtain this end, and we 

prepare with much satisfaction to obey 

the summons. My thoughts being now 

turned into another channel, instead of | 
grieving at the afflictions I have sustain- 
ed, I feel most thankful that things have 
been so ordered that I can proceed on 
this arduous mission without any earth- 
ly care. 

" July 20.—Mr. Stockdale, on Mercan- 
tile business, arrives with an order from 
the king to bring the Anrerican doctor 
with him, when he returns, which he 
says will be in about six weeks. ‘This 
order he obtained through favor, that 
we might not be hurried in our setting 
off, as we should have been by the for- 
mer order. 

August 7.—We presented a petition 
to the governor to be furnished with a 
boat and men to proceed to Ava.— 
He gave no definite answer, but inti- 
mated that we should be provided for. 

On our coming out ef the govern- 
ment house we found every body look- 
ing at a great vulture who was resting 
uls filthy carcase on the.spire over the 
governor’s golden appurtenances. This 
was irserbes. asa certain omen of de- 
‘truction to his earthly glory—and all 
explained, he will surely die. This 
‘vent must shortly take place, at any 
rate, for he is sixty-five years old and 
has scarcely left his bed for two weeks. 


ment, is an end so desirable in this coun- 


ae 


August 11.—A man of high rank ar- 
nvyesin a royal boat to bring me without 
lelay into the presence of the king. 

August 12.—Mr. Judson and myself 
were called to the Young-dau, (or king’s 
court,) and informed of\ the arrival of 
the boat. We were questioned as to 
America; its situation, its distance and 
bearing from England, its number of in- 
iabitants, the time of my leaving, the 
captain’s name, the diseasesI cured, 
ke. &c. all of which were immediately 
put down for the king’s inspection. 

ugust 20.—The governor died, and 
our going is delayed. 

_ August 25.—Our things are all put on 
/oard the king’s boat, and in a day or 
‘WO we expect to set out. 





i 
| 
| 


dated Ava, October 1, 1822. 
| My Dear Brother,—lIt has pleased the 
| Great Ruler of the skies, to bring us in- 
| to the immediate presence of the king 
|of Burmah. Just one year from my 
reaching Bengal, I was introduced into 
the paiace of the great Emperor, and 
informed that I must make his capital 
my place of residence. This is an e- 
vent for which we have longed and 


' 


| prayed—as calculated to give stability 


| to the mission, ina land like this, where 
all are respected according to the no- 
tice bestowed on them by the king.— 
Whether our anxious anticipations will 
be realized, is known only to Him on 
whose business we came, and who, we 
trust, has sent us hither for good. Our 
reception was very gratifying. We 
were obliged to submit to no ceremony. 
As soon as the king was informed of 
our arrival, a royal order was issued for 
our immediate introduction. | As we 
entered, with the impatience of a des- 
potic prince, he called to know which 
was the doctor, We were taken into 
an open court, and seated on a bamboo 
floor, about ten feet from the chair of 
the monarch. ‘*They are from the 
western continent,” was the first re- 
-mark—after which our great man deliv- 
ered his account tous. We were then 
interrogated, as to my skill in curing 
eyes, cutting out-wens, setting broken 
arms and legs,—besides many other 
things to which my skill did not extend. 
Our medicines were then called for, 
and all my stock inspected. The sur- 
gical cases were much admired. After 
looking at mine, the king sent for his 
own; one case of which being unlike 
mine, he immediately gave it into my 
hands touse. This I considered as e- 
quivalent to fixing me here for life.— 
After my galvanic pile had amused the 
king and his courtiers for an hour, we 
were dismissed, with an order to look 
out a place we liked, and he would 
build a house for us. An order was al- 
so given to look up all the diseased 
people, and have my decision upon 
them. 

The king is a man of small stature, 
very straight—steps with a natural air of 
superiority, but has not the least appear- 
ance of itin conversation. On the con- 
trary, he is always pleasant and good 
humored, so far as | have yet seen him, 
He wears a red finely striped silk cloth. 
from his waist to his knees, and a blue 
and white handkerchief on his head. He 
has apparently the good of his people; 
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as well as the glory of his kingdom, at | 


hezrt; and is encouraging foreign mer- 
chants, and especially artisans, to settle 
in his capital. A watchmaker, at this 
moment, could obtain any favor he 
should please to ask. The same might 
be vouched for a chair-maker or cabinet- 
maker, &c. as the king has wisdom 
enough to prefer foreign manufactures 
when he sees their superiority to his own. 
On the subject of religion, he appears, 
like all his people, devoted to his idols. 
But he has never yet persecuted for re- 
ligon’s sake! O that he might yet be 
breught to know and love the Supreme 
GOD! SEVENTEEN MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, 


MAD ON THEIR IDOLS, DEMAND THE AC -| 


TIVE SYMPATHY OF A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE, 





YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

‘The tourth Anniversary of the 
Young Men's Missionary Society, Aua- 
iliary to the Missionury Society of the 
Mceihodist Episcopal Church, was held 
on Monday evening at the Chureh in 
John street, New-York. 


The President of the Society, the 
Rev. J. Summerfield, being absent, the 
chair was filled by the Vice Président, 
the Rev. Henry Chace. An anthem 
was sung by the ¢ehoir, and an intro- 
ductory prayer offered by the Presi 
dent. The Treasurer’s report was 
read by Mr. L. B. Dusenbury, and the 
Manages’ Annual Report by the Rev 
William M. Willett. 


The motion to print the annual re- 
port was moved by Doctor Phelps, and | 


seconded by Thomas Sunds, Esq. 


An interesting communication from | 


the President, the Rev. John Summer- 


field, written from France, was ihen 


reat, after which, the Rev. Mr. Tru- 
air, of the Presbyterian Chureh, the 
Rev M:. M’Murray, cf the Dvteh Re. 
formec Church, and the Rev. Mr. Ken- 
neiy, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, aduressed the meeting on the 
nature and impor‘ance of Missions, in 
a manner calculated to make the 
liveliest and most lasting impressions 
on the minds ot the crowded and at- 
tentive audience. 

Fowards the close of the exercises, 
an interesting incideit occurmd— 
Thomas Todd, a lad belonging to Sun- 
day School No. 8, presented a small 
box, containing three hundred and thir- 
Y cents, which he had collected during 

e year, and which he then east into 


Missions. 


the Treasury, in aid of the cause of 


| 
| 





| 





The collection taken up amounted ty 
$105 08; a gold ring was also found 
inone, of the plates—one dollar hag 
since been handed in by a gentleman 
who could not be present on Mondav 
evening. 

ADDRESS 
Of the Rev. Joun SUMMERFIELD, 


To the Young Mcn’s Missionary Socie. 
ty, Auxiliary to the Missionary So. 
ciety of the Methodist [Episcopal 
Church, 

MARSEILLES, Feb. 20, 1823. 

My Dear Brethren—Y ou are too well 
acquainted with the circumstances 
which prevent my filling the chair 
upor this pleasurable occasion, to re- 
quire that I should dwell upon then; 
indeed it would be irrelative to those 
important objects which have assem- 
bled you together; not private sympe- 
thies but the public good will be your 
present theme; on this I realize my 
full share of joy with you, for although 
in a tar distant land, and that a landof 
strangers, my affections point to those 
‘whom I Jove in the truth,”’ and with 
whom I glory to be in any wise as- 
sociated in carrying on the cause of 
our common Lord! 

Upcn the occasion of an anniversary 
like yours, exhortation to renewed zeal 
might be deemed impertinent; the 
pulse of every heart beats too high on 
such an occasion to anticipate any de- 
cay in your future exertions. This is 
rather a season of congratulation and 
rejoicing ; and in commencing another 
year of labor and reward, I devoutly 
implore for you a continuance of that 
grace, which has enabled you to re 
main “steadfast, immoveable, .always 
abounding in the work of the Lord!” 

In common with all who love the in- 
terests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, 
I rejoice at witnessing the increase o 
Missionary zeal,and Missionary means, 
which the past year lays open, not only 
in your auxiliary and its parent socic¢- 


ty, but among other denominations o! 


the Christian church; in this “you also 
joy and rejoice, with me,” for ‘*wheth- 
er Paul, Apollos or Cephas, all are 
ours!”’——so that in whatever part of 
the vineyard the work is wrought, we 
View it ‘‘not as the work of man, butas 
it-is in truth the work of God;” for 
“neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; it is God 
that giveth the increase’ We may 
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o BB eoliect from different funds, but we 
d PB pring to the same Exchequer; and 
¢ BB have wogreater joy than in the accu- 
mulation “of the Revenue of that rela- 
v Btive glory of the Divine character, 
whieh redounds from the salvation of 
mea, “through Christ Jesus, unto the 
glory and praise of God the Father!’ 
But abstracting from general views 
e Mf ofthe mighty work of missions, I re- 
0» MB card the branch to which you are at- 
al BB tached with peeuliar pleasure on this 
occasion. You know that from the be- 
sinning of our existence in the reli. 
ll HM cious world, Methodism has always 
es Mbeen a “history of missions;” its ven- 
ir Merable founder, considering that this 
e- was the first character of the Christian 
nN; MM Church, and believing it wouldbe the 
se MBlast, even at that day, when “many 
n- Mshall run to and fro, and knowledge 
a- MB be increased,’’ wisely instituted a min 
ur Mistry which should bea standing mon- 
yY Mument of what God could do by this 
gh Mi means. ‘And what has God wrought?" 
of M¥Some there are, whom the frosts of 
s¢ Mi many winters has not chilled to death, 
th ito whom our Father’s word may still 
is- BB be spoken, 


of 
“Saw ye not the cloud arise— 
H “Little as a human hand! — 
>a] Its present state we ourselves have 
he Mgived to see; 
Ou “Now it spreads along the skies— 
le- “Hangs o’er ali the thirsty land! 
. is “When he first the work begun 
nd “Small and feeble was His day; 
“Now the Word doth swiftly run, 
me ‘Now it wins its widening way! 
ly HJ “More and more it spreads and grows; 
dat “Ever mighty to prevail, 
re: “Sin’s strong holds it now o’erthr ows, 
LVS “Shakes the trembling gates of heli!” 
9 
. (mm Indeed, there are seasons wherein 
ns the overwhelming influence of these‘ 
of relections so rests upon the mind, 
that unless we heard the warning 
> Voice **what doest though here Eli- 








jah?’? we should stand at the base of 


a this mighty structure and wholly spend 
a our time for nought, in admiring the 








- parts, beholding ‘what manner of | 
of Mp ones and buildings are here!” But 
we Mus Warned, we too ‘arise and build!” 


Thus “instead of the fathers are the 
children, and the children’s children 
shall yet add thereto, till the top stone 
¢ raised, shouting grace, grace, unto 
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symmetry and proportion of all its | 


Mr. Summerfield’s Address. £25 


My dear brethren, if there is a scene 
within the universe ef God, calculated 
to lift our minds to heaven, if there is 
ascene calculated to bring down the 
heavenly hosts to earth, it is that 
which pourtrays in. anticipation the 
final triumph of the “Gospel of the 
grace of God;” yes, the Gospel must 
ultimately and universally triumph! 
Well may we exclaim, what an ob- 
ject is this! It is the fairest scene that 
the pencil of heaven, dipt in the col- 
ours of its own rainbow, can delineate; 
and even the great voice issuing from 
the eternal throne, can utter nothing 
more exhilarating and sublime than 
the consummation of this event, **Be- 
hold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men!” Yes my brethren, 


“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
“oes his successive courses run.” 


The glow which pervaded the A- 
postle’s mighty mind, did not cause 
his pen to aberrate; the spirit of inspi- 
ration sat upon him when he declared 


| that Jesus ‘‘must reign till he hath put 


all enemies under his feet!” That day 
will come! Do we expect to sweli the 
number who shall grace his triumph? 
Do we burn with seraphic ardour to 
be among his train, *‘when he shall be 
revealed from heaven with power and 
great glory?” Then “gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober and hope 
to the end, for grace that is to be 
brought unto vou at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ!” Wherefore “comfort 
one another with these words,’’ for 
truly ’tis with the same “comfort 
wherewith I am comforted of God!”’ 
You, my dear brethren of this aux- 
iliary, who are the managers of its 
concerns, I hail'—I am also one of 
you. “I write unto you, young men, 
because ye are strong and the word of 
God abideth in you.’’ Early separa- 
ted from the world, and ardently em- 
ployed in seeking the interests of ** 
better country, that is a heavenly, God 
is not ashamed to he called your God, 
for he has prepared for youa city.’’ 
“Walk therefore by the same rule, 
mind the same thing.’? ‘‘Love not 
the world, neither the things that are 
in the world.” ‘Set your affections 
on things above, and not on things up- 
on the earth!’”’? Soon you shall hear it 
sounded, “because thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make 
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thee ruler over many things; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord!” 

The friends and subscribers of this 
auxiliary are entitled to your thanks ; 
they have merited them well;- by 
means of the numerous little streams 
which have been directed to our re- 
servior by the friends of missions, ‘tour 
water pots’’ if not always fill, have 
never become dry; on this occasion, 
however, you look to havethem “filled 
even to the brim;’’ and may He who 
Can convert our base materia! to sub- 
serve His glorious purposes of saving 
men, ‘draw forth’ theretrom that ‘wine 
of the kingdom which cheers the heart 
of God and man!’ 

I remain, my dear brethren, your 
fellow labourer and servant. 

J. SUMMERFIELD. 


FROM THENEW YORK COMMERCIAL AD- 
VERTISER, OF APRIL 24. 


Last Tuesday forenoon, the Female 
Sabbath School Union Society celebra- 
ted their seventh anniversary, in the 
Presbyterian Church in Murray-st.— 
The day was fine, the assembly nu- 
merous—There were present about 
twenty-five hundred female scholars; 
and the superintendents, teachers, 
and ccimmittee amounted to nearly 
five hundred more. It was delightful 
to behold the order and disciplined 
regularity with which the scholars 
marched in and took their stations. 
‘This Society has sueceeded, during its 
seven years’ exertions, in simplifying 
and maturing a system, now almast 
perfect in its details and effects. The 
inmost perfect order and attention were 
observed by the numerous bands of 
children assembled. ‘Their singing 
was touching to the feeling heart, and 
the hymns peculiarly appropriate,— 
especially the one in which the teach- 
ers and scholars sung alternately, 
with questions and answers. ‘This 
was truly a scene exhilarating to the 
benevolent heart, in the display of a 
sublime charity, exercised by a pub- 
lic spirit and christian benevolence, 
highly honorable to the community, 
of which the agents in this good work 
fnrm a part. Iv that very building 
where seven years ago the first call of 

meeting to form a Sabbath School 
Unicn, was announced in words to the 
following effect,—*a spark has flown 
across the Atlantic, and where has it 





} 


| 
| 


lodged but in the bosom of our pioys 
females,’—was it now made evidep: 
that the blessing of God in his proyj. 
dence had fanned that spark intoa 
flame, which has warmed many a 
heart with a Saviour’s love, consum. 
ed the dross of human corruption, and 
brought forth, as pure gold, that faith 
whieh overcometh the world. We 
have here a further encouragement to 
perseverance in well Going, “for in due 
time we shall reap, if we faint not.” 
65 teachers and 18 scholars have made 
a public profession of their faith in 
Christ during the last year. Clergy. 
men of different denominations ap. 
peared in the pulpit to patronise this 
favored institution. The Rev. Dr, 
Rowan, of the Presbyterian Church, 
presided, and delivered the diplomas, 
with a suitable address, to 27 condi. 
dates for that honor. ‘The Rev. Mr, 
Chace, of the Baptist Church, opened 
the meeting with prayer; the Rev. Mr, 
Ross, of the Methodist Episcopa} 
Chureh,delivered an eloquent address 
to the audience and the Society; the 
Rev. Dr. Milnor, of the Episcopal 
Church, read the Report; the Rey. 
Dr. Milledoller, of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, made the concluding pray: 
er, and the presiding minister pro- 
nounced the benediction, ‘The har- 
mony of feeling, and evident interest 
shown by the reverend gentlemen en- 
gaged, was a strong confirmation o! 
holy writ, ‘Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.’ ‘As the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dew that descen- 
dedupon the mountains of Zion; for 
there the Lord commanded the bless 
ing, even life for ever more.” 

AN EYE WITNESS. 
<00O=- 
SUMMARY. 

Shetland Isles —The following facts, 
relative to these islands, are worth 
preservation. The population a 
mounts to 25,000. The natives are o! 
Norwegian descent, have an oped 
temper anc more liveliness than their 
neighbors, the Scotch. They are ex- 
tremely poor, not obtaining enoug! 
from their small farms to pay their 
rents. They subsist by fishing. Thelf 
habitations are heath covered huts,the 
chimney is an aperture in the roof, and 
their fire on the floor. Their furniture 
consists of a table, a few stools, a ket 
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Summary of Religious Intelligence. 


je, and two or three cribs of beds.— 
They are hospitabie, industrious and 
affectionate. 

The islands are divided into thirty 
parishes. Each clergyman has the 
care of two or three of these, and the 
inhabitants are so settled as to enjoy 
comparatively little advantage from 
their labors. ‘Phere are no roads nor 
path ways in the country, and it is in- 
ierseeted by deep bays. 

The Methodist mission undertaken 
the last year by Rev. Messrs. Raby and 
Dunn, has been favorably received by 
the people. They say, “the fields are 
already white to the harvest.”” The 
Islanders come in flocks to hear ‘* the 
clad tidings of great jov,”’ and in eve- 
ry place earnestly solicit the mission- | 
aries to tarry with them. Most, ex all | 
of them are able to read, and are pret- | 
ty well supplied with bibles. | 

Madras.—Mr. Lynch states, that at | 
this station five natives have recently | 
been brought to the enjoyment of di- | 
vine mercy through faith in Christ; | 
that the openings for Tamul preaching | 
are pleasing. and his expectations are | 
ereatly raised | 

Gibraltar.—Many hundred copies of | 
the scripture, have found their way in- | 
toSpain, through the activity and zeal | 
of pious individuals at this fortress.— | 
Tracts, in the Spanish language, have | 
also been distributed in considerable | 
quantities; and a benevolent society | 
has recently been formed, for the pur- | 

| 
| 
| 
| 





pose of relieving the sick among the | 
Spanish poor. 

Bibles.—It has been estimated that | 
nly 25 millions of Bibles were publish- 
«d'from the discovery of the art of 
printing to the year 1806, that since 
lat time six millions have been issued, 
nd that at the present rate of issue,it | 

ust be 500 vears before all the | 
ies of the earth ean possess a copy. 


South African Bible Society.—The pe- - 
| 





iniary resources of this society are so | 
Hundant, that they have thought pro 
her to decline a grant of 883 dlls. trom 
he British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Christian Institution at Regent’s Town. 
Eighteen pious young native Afri 
ans, are here receiving an education 
the gospel ministry, under the di- |) 
‘ction of Mr. Norman. In a few years 
hey will be prepared to go forth as 
issionariesamong the benighted tribes 
‘their country. 
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Domestic Missions.—The committee 
of the Unit-d Domestic Missionary So- 
ciety, New-York, say, they have on 
hand applications for near 30 mission- 
aries, accompanied with proffers of the 
greater part of their support from the 


-people among whom thev are required 


to labor: they would have no hesita- 
tion in complying at once with these 
urgent calls, but they are not able to 
procure missionary men adapted to 
them. If there are devoted young men 
who are willing to go into the new set- 
tlements, and to encounter some priva- 
tion and self-denial, for the glory of 
Christ and the salvation of souls, who 
can subordinate cheerfully all worldly 
considerations to the obligations of their 

calling, they are entreated to apply to 
the Society, through the Correspond- 

ing Secretary, Eleaser Lord, Esq. It 
is believed that 20 such would be im. 
mediately settled} where congrega 

tions, respectable for thar numbers, 
are already formed, where churches 


| have been organized, and where the 


sphere of usefulness is wide. 

Hampshire Christian Depository.-T ro- 
perty to the amount of 1440 dollars has 
been transmitted through this institu- 
| tion to missionary societies, from 28 
towns, during the last year. 

N.York Tract Society.--David Brown, 
the Cherokee youth whois preparing 
for the service of a missionary among 
his countrymen, was present, and gave 
much interest to the ansual meeting 
of this society, on the ifth inst. He 
bore testimony to the good that had 
resulted from the distriiution of reli- 
gious tracts, & from missionary iabors. 


|| Upwards of 300 of his nation, he said, 


had been hopefe!ly converted to chris- 


'| tianity by these means.—Boston. Rec. 


A Foreign Mission Society has been form- 


| ed in Waterville College, by the students, 


who pay $3 per annum, which they earn by 
laboring on the college lands. More than 50 
dollars were subscribed at tae first meeting. 

A Society, entitled **Shiloh Society,”’ 
has been formed in Chagleston, S. C. as 
an auxiliary to the Amerran Society for 
meliorating the condition of the Jews. 
Gen. Charles C. Pinckney, President; 
Thomas S. Grimke, Esq. Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Among the list of New Publications 
in England, we notice a ‘*‘Memoir> 
in ng Dwight, 18mo.” We presume 
that this publication, is the life of the 
late President Dwight, which is prefix- 
ed to his system of theology. The six 
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editions of this latter work which have 
been printed in that country, the publi- 
cation of his travels, the completion 
of which is announced, and the publica- 
tion of his life in a separate form, evince 
a great degree of regard on the part of 
the British public, for the history and 
productions of that distinguished man. 

The Treasurer of the United Foreign 
Missionary Society, acknowledges the 
receipt of 1141,66in the month of March. 
The managers of this Society wish to 
procure an additional farmer for the Un- 
ion Station, and a blacksmith for that at 
Harmony. As female assistance is also 
wanted, it is desirable that they should 
be married men. Letters relative to 
this busines may be addressed to Z. 
Lewis, Esq.of New-York. 

The Rev. Dr. Rice, has declined ac- 
cepting the Presidency of the College at | 
Princeton. | 

At Nottingham, England, the number | 
of subseriben in the Ladies’ Association, | 
in aid of the British and Foreign Bible | 
Society, is more than 5,000: In Coven.- | 
try, 3,368 subscribers to similar associa- | 
tions were oltained in the course of se- | 
ven weeks. | 

One hundred and fifteen pounds ster- | 
ling, were ginted to destitute widows | 
of Baptist Mnisters in England, out of | 
the profits ofthe Baptist Magazine, for | 
the half-year mding 17th Dec. 1822. | 

The Hibernian Society has 575 schools | 
under its care, and the number of schol- | 
ars in the yea 1821, was 53,233. The | 
persecution m the part of the Catholics | 
has somewhat diminished this number, 
but there is 4 prospect of a speedy in- 
crease in the tumber of pupils. Of these | 
schools, 176 «ae under the superintend- | 
ence of visitos, who are ministers of the 
Established Caurch; 123 under the su- 
perintendence of noblemen and gentie- | 
men; 7 underthat of dissenting minis- 
ters; 35 unde that of Roman Catholic 
Priests; 25 unter that of ladies, and 209 








this society, it has distributed more than | 
80,000 Bibles ind Testaments. Some | 
anecdotes, which may be found in this ' 
and other Numbers of the Rel. Intelli- 
gencer, will show the utility of the labors 
prosecuted under the direction of the 
Hibernian society. 

It is stated in the ‘*Youth’s Herald,” 
that eleven hundred females in one city 
in England, go out every Monday to 
lend tracts, and take up those previous- 
ly lent. 








of which theteare no visitors resident in || 
the vicinity. There are 32 counties in | 
Ireland, and in23 of them this Society | 
has schools. ince the institutien of | 





The number of scholars, children ani 
adults, at the different stations of th. 
Church (English) Missionary Society 
is about 10,500. u 

New South Wales.—In Sidney Circyj; 
alone there are four Sunday Schoo 
containing 180 scholars. At the barrack, 
is another school, containing more tha, 
100 convict boys. 

At Van Dieman’s Land, a. Sunday 
School has been established which alre, 
dy contains 23 scholars. Hymn book 
and catechisms, besides spelling boo} 
are distributed among them. 

There is under the patronage of the 
Wesleyan Mission at St. Kitts, an Adult 
School, consisting of 150 persons, seve 
ral of whom are sixty years of age. They 
are weekly taught to read and are cate 
chised. They are very diligent. Aj 
this station, nearly 400 slave children arg 
catechised on the Sabbath after the fore 
noon service. At Montego Bay, a Sab 
bath School was established in Septem 
ber; fifty children attended. 

At Carraccas, $100 a month is to be 
paid to a Teacher of a Lancasteria 
School.—Religious Intelligencer. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The officers of the American Bible 
Society residing out of the city of New 
York, and the delegates from Auxiliary 
Societies, are respectfully informed 
that the next annual meeting of the So 
ciety will be held on Thursday, the &tl 
day of May next. An adjourned Meet 
ing of the Board of Managers will be 
held on Wednesday, the 7th, at the S 
ciety’s House, at 4 0’clock, P. M. forthe 
express purpose of receiving those off 
cers and delegates, at which the Mana 
gers hope to be gratified by a general at 
tendance of their friends from abroad 
preparatory to the interesting procee 
dings of the following day. 

The publishers of Newspapers who att 
friendly to the objects of the Society 
will oblige the Managers, and probablj 
confer a favor on many of their friends 
by giving the foregoing an insertion! 
their several papers. 

New-York, March 24, 1823. 
TaeEopore Dwicat, Joun Griscom, 


| James M. Matraews, Leon’p BLeeckKER 


Joun D. Kerse, JamES MILNOR, 
JoHn PINTARD, S. S. Woopuxct 
Divie Betuone, Com. of Arrangements 





To Correspondents —Scorvs will percei™ 
that we have abridged his review. It was to 
long for insertion entire. 

Several communications are received, 
will be duly attended to. 
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